
1 

 

MICHAEL JOHN CURTAIN 
 

By Michael F. Curtin (Great Grandson of Michael John Curtin) 

On 13 May 1855, the Nashwauk, which was sailing from Liverpool to Adelaide, was wrecked at 3.00 a.m. 

near the mouth of the Onkaparinga River. One of the 300 emigrants was Margaret Curtain, who was five 

months pregnant at the time. With the assistance of her husband, she fought to save her unborn child.  

On 8 August 1855, in a tent in Kensington, Michael John Curtain was born. 

Michael’s parents John Curtain and Margaret (nee Maloney) had migrated from Tullygarvan, on the west 

coast of County Clare. John’s parents were Austin Curtain and Ellen Howard. 

In 1856, the family travelled by dray, following the route of the Old Adelaide Road which the Chinese miners 

took, as they had landed in Adelaide to avoid the bounty imposed by the Colony of Victoria.  

They settled briefly in Axedale and then later moved to Myers Flat. 

Michael went to school at St Kilian’s in Bendigo.  At the age of 15 he left school to work in the mines for the 

next twelve years. During this time, Michael took the opportunity to invest in various mining stocks and later 

in hotels. 

In 1884 he became the proprietor of the Exchange Hotel in High Street, Eaglehawk. According to the 

Cyclopedia of Victoria — 

 “The Exchange is a popular house in the district and by means of direct telephone communication, Mr 

Curtain keeps the residents posted up in the latest stock and share quotations, which are chronicled under 

the verandah of his hostelry.” 

He then went on to hold the position of Vice President of the Eaglehawk Stock Exchange 

Later on, he became the proprietor of the City Club Hotel, in the centre of Bendigo, opposite the fountain. 

He also had a strong interest in various sporting activities: - 

• He was Secretary of the Old Sydney Flat Cricket Club and as a player he also topped the batting 

averages for a couple of seasons. 

 

• He was a promoter of the Eaglehawk Rifle Club and became a crack shot in the Colony, so much so 

that he shot in the Queen’s Prize at Williamstown and not only received Queens badges, but he also 

won against all comers The Sir Frederick Sargood Cup shooting over a distance of 800 yards. In the 

middle range competition of 600 yards, he beat all the crack shots in Australia and consequently was 

selected for the winning Australian Team in 1890 to beat the United Kingdom. 

 

• In November 1888, it was reported in the Hawkes Bay Herald (New Zealand) that in the Centennial 

Rifle Association, Michael won in the matches over 500 and 600 yards. 
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• Michael had a strong interest in greyhounds winning the Elmore Cup in 1893 and was twice runner-

up in the Echuca Cup. In 1895 he was elected as a patron of the Echuca Coursing Club and was also a 

judge and member of the Bendigo Jockey Club. 

 

• He was also a Judge and referee and promoter of the Eaglehawk Athletic Club and was a promoter 

and officeholder of the Eaglehawk Football Club. 

 

In 1893, he was elected to the Eaglehawk Council and in 1898 he held the position of Mayor and Chief 

Magistrate 

In 1891 he was gazetted as a Lieutenant of the Victorian Military Force and was promoted to Captain in 

1897. 

In 1884, he married Susanna Crawford, daughter of William Hunter Crawford and they went on to have eight 

daughters (Elizabeth, Susanna, Mary, Margaret, Eileen, Norah, Jane and Ellen), and five sons (John, William 

Hunter, Michael, Arthur, Augustine, and George. 

William Hunter Curtain is my grandfather and his third son, was Michael, who is my Father. 

Michael John passed away in 1918 at the age of 63. His wife Susanna lived on until 1944. 

I am not aware of where the name Michael originally came into the family, but we can see how it has been 

maintained through the generations and this has continued with one of our daughters having Michelle as a 

middle name and Michael is also the middle name of one of our grandsons. 

I cannot let this moment pass without acknowledging the following people, who have helped preserve this 

Illuminated Address to Michael John and the other Councillors. 

Margaret Curtain who, with her mother Molly, stored the address for many decades. 

Cousin Sally Holmes who, after helping Margaret transfer to a retirement home, brought the address to my 

attention. 

The incredible interest and work undertaken by Ayleen Kirkwood (nee Crawford) and Bev Hanson who took 

it upon themselves to have the restoration completed. 

Also, the various donors who have assisted with funding. I am certain there is more to be donated in this 

regard. 

And finally, to Ayleen and Bev and the Bendigo Council in arranging today’s celebration. 
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