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THE NEW CATHEDRAL CEREMONIES

Prelates Visit St Mary’s College

Presentation to Cardinal Moran

Yesterday morning His Eminence Cardinal Moran, His Grace Archbishop Carr, their Lordships
Bishops Murray, Corbett, Gallagher and Reville, together with a large number of visiting and local
priests, paid a visit to St Mary’s College. The prelates were received by the Mother Superior and
escorted into the hall which was decorated with scrolls and mottoes appropriate to the occasion.
When the Cardinal and other ecclesiastics entered the hall the children, who were all attired in
white and carried baskets of flowers, sang a song of welcome.

The chorus, which was conducted by Mr D.A. Bindley, was prettily rendered. At the conclusion of
the chorus, the children went through a graceful floral march to an accompaniment of
appropriate music. Master Vin Hayes then recited the following lines which had been arranged
for the occasion by one of the sisters:

“We welcome thee, Lord Cardinal,
Oh! so gladly here today;

And our thanks for this great honour,
We can find no words to say.

So a simple gift we offer,

That your Eminence may know

Of the grateful and the loyal hearts
In far-famed Bendigo.

Now, my Lord, two things we ask you,
Ere you go so far away,

That your Eminence will bless us,
And give us a holiday.

The quaint lines, which were pleasingly given, afforded considerable amusement to the visiting
prelates.

Miss Madge Kelly, on behalf of the children, then presented Cardinal Moran with a silver inkstand
of unique construction. The design represented an emu standing erect with a rustic bar placed
across its back. On either side of the bar half an emu’s egg was suspended in the form of a well
... One of the wells bore the Cardinal’s coat of arms, with the words “Omnia Omnilus” engraved
around them. On the other well was a heart, and around it the words “Souvenir from the pupils of
St Mary’s College, Convent of Mercy, Bendigo 1901.”

The Cardinal in a brief address, thanked the children for their present, and the nuns for their
cordial reception. He congratulated them all upon the splendid schoot and college in which they
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were permitted to spend their scholastic period. He would have much pleasure in complying with
their request for his blessing and he would take the liberty, on behalf of His Lordship Reville, of
giving them a holiday. He was highly pleased with their singing and now felt assured that the
complimentary references, which he had frequently heard in regard to Bendigo talent, were fully
deserved. His Eminence then presented Master Vin Hayes with a small gold medal, fastened with
a Cardinal ribbon. The visitors then withdrew, the Misses Mamie Donnellan, Eileen O’Keefe and
Alice Kirby played the music for the nation songs and marches very creditably.

During the day the Cardinal, Archbishop and Bishops visited St Kilian’s Boys’ and Girls’ School
and the Marist Brothers’ School. Later in the day, they paid an unofficial visit to the Art Gallery
and, under the guidance of Father Rooney, spent a pleasant half hour amongst the paintings.
Father Rooney expressed his regret that time would not allow him to advise the president of the
Art Gallery of the contemplated visit as he felt sure that Mr Jacob Cohn would have been delighted
to receive the visitors. Cardinal Moran also regretted that this hurried visit prectuded him from
meeting Mr Cohn but he expressed himself as highly delighted with the collection of paintings.

Departure of the Prelates

By the afternoon train for Melbourne yesterday, Cardinal Moran, Archbishop Carr, Bishop Corbett,
Dean Phelon and Dr O’Haran together with a number of visiting priests, took their departure from
Bendigo. His Lordship Dr Reville, Father Rooney and a number of prominent citizens were upon
the platform to see them off and, as the train moved out of the station, the dignitaries were loudly
cheered. Bishops Murray and Gallagher left by the evening train for Echuca. Bishop Moore left for
Charlton on official business by the morning train.
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