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Welcome
Welcome to the fourth edition of the Sandhurst Diocese Year in Review magazine, which 

showcases many of the major achievements and milestones the Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst 
achieved during the previous year, 2019.

Published in early 2020, the Review is distributed in limited numbers to all Catholic schools, parishes 
and diocesan agencies within the Sandhurst Diocese, and is also distributed to Australian bishops, 
the Australian Apostolic Nuncio, various State and Federal politicians, local councils, other Christian 
denominations and others who we’d like to showcase the good work the Church does in our region.

Please enjoy this complimentary publication and share it with friends and colleagues. 
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Mooroopna students participated with thousands in 
the Festival of the Sacred
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36
Adi Indra (back row, second from left) was ordained a deacon in  

St Peter’s Basilica on his journey to the priesthood   
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The Australian Catholic Youth Festival in Perth gathered thousands 

Ecclesiastical 
Organisations
• Adult Faith Education
• Caritas Australia Sandhurst Diocese
• Catholic Charismatic Renewal
• Catholic Education Office - Bendigo
• Catholic Education Office - Wangaratta
• Catholic Mission
• CatholicCare
• Clergy, Life and Ministry
• Council of Priests
• Diocesan Consultors
• Diocesan Development Fund
• diocesan Finance Council
• Diocesan Historical Commission Archives
• Diocesan Social Justice Committee
• Diocesan Vocations Ministry
• Marriage Preparation Courses
• Priests’ Assistance Fund/Retirement 

Foundation
• RCIA Forum
• Roman Catholic Trusts Corporation for 

the Diocese of Sandhurst
• Sandhurst Catholic Education Council
• Sandhurst Clergy Health and Wellbeing
• Sandhurst Sick Priests’ Fund
• Sandhurst Youth Ministry Team
• Sandpiper Newspaper
• Stronger Retreat, Rallies and Discipleship 

Groups

Parish Ministries
• Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
• Pastoral Associates Network
• Baptism
• Sacramental Programs
• Marriage Preparation Outreach
• Bereavement Outreach
• Catholic Women’s League
• Knights of the Southern Cross
• Youth Ministry Groups
• Legion of Mary
• Special Religious Education (SRE)
• Children’s Liturgy
• Faith Formation
• Anointing Mass
• Communion to the Sick and Aged
• Home Visitation Groups
• Funeral Ministry
• St Vincent de Paul Conferences
• Hospitality, Catering and Welcoming Groups
• MenALIVE
• Holy Hour/Benediction
• Home Masses
• Fund-raising Groups
• Music Team/Choir
• School Masses
• Social Groups
• Pastoral Care Teams
• Rosary Groups
• Prayer Groups
• Prison Chaplaincy
• Teams of Our Lady
• Serra Club
• Adoration and Benediction of the Blessed 

Sacrament
• Lenten and Advent Groups
• E-conferences
• Spirituality in the Pub
• Divine Will

Our Organisation
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The Diocese of Sandhurst represents the Catholic Church in a region in Victoria bounded 
on the north and east by the River Murray, extending from Kerang to Corryong and as far 

inland as Euroa and Bright covering 45,196 sq. kms.  

A diocese is simply a community of Christ's faithful – it represents a portion of the people of 
God in a particular area, which is entrusted to a bishop. In the Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst, 
Bishop Leslie Tomlinson is the pastoral leader of more than 93,000 Catholics. He is assisted by 
priests who minister in 40 parishes within the diocese.

Our diocese’s vision is ‘that every person’s heart be inflamed by the love of God’.  We welcome 
all who would like to join our communities or be guided by the principles and teachings of 
Christ.

 93,000 Catholics in region

 40  Parishes    

 52  Clergy

 11  Religious Congregations

 56  Schools   

 

18,800+  Students

 1   Diocesan Newspaper

 1  Catholic Hospital

 5  Catholic Homes for Aged

 2000+  Employees

The Diocese
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1. Pathways resources for families, youth, and seniors were launched across the 
Sandhurst Diocese in 2019.

2. Cathy Jenkins joined Catholic Education Sandhurst as Assistant to the Director: 
Leadership and Development.

3. Caritas Sandhurst celebrated 50 years combined service for Diocesan Director  
Fr Rom Hayes and Diocesan Coordinator Kerry Stone. 

4. 2019 was a huge year of ministry for the new Sandhurst Youth Ministry Team, 
peaking with the Australian Catholic Youth Festival in Perth.

5. Wahgunyah celebrated 150 years since the first Mass at their Holy Tree.

6. Thousands of students across Central and North East Victoria performed in the 
Festival of the Sacred.

3
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Bishop’s Message

Most Rev. Shane Mackinlay DD
Bishop of Sandhurst

Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst

Having been ordained bishop in mid-October, my personal 
involvement in the diocese during 2019 is limited in time, 
but has already offered an introduction into many wonderful 
aspects of the life of the diocese. Surveying all that is recorded 
in this Year in Review, I feel much like one of the latecomers 
in St Matthew’s parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard. I 
appreciate and admire the great efforts to live out our mission 
as God’s church that are occurring across our diocese, in 
parishes, schools, social services, health care, agencies, and 
ministries. 

I am very grateful for the warm welcome that I have received 
on my visits to parishes and schools in various parts of the 
diocese, and I feel privileged to have met with groups and 
committees that are involved with different dimensions of 
the life of the church, both in the diocese and more broadly. 
As we see a survey of that activity gathered together in a 
publication such as this, we have a tangible reminder that we 
are all part of something bigger than the immediate concerns 
that demand our attention and energy. 

This year saw the retirement of Bishop Leslie Tomlinson, 
the seventh bishop of Sandhurst. He has shown outstanding 
consideration and generosity in welcoming me and 
introducing me to the extraordinary richness and diversity 
of people and activities that are taking place in our church. 
He has served as bishop with great faithfulness, dedication 
and commitment, and gave much encouragement to many of 
the achievements noted in this Year in Review. 

As the year draws to a close, the joy of Christmas is under 
the shadow of the knowledge that too many have lost their 
lives, homes and livelihoods after long years of drought, 
followed by terrible bushfires now assailing the South-East of 
Australia. Many of our communities will face great challenges 
and ongoing concern as they move into the new year.

Looking to the year ahead, October 2020 will mark the tenth 
anniversary of the canonisation of St Mary MacKillop, who 
founded the first Josephite school in Victoria in 1890 at our 
own parish of Numurkah. Her legacy was promoted by the 
late Tim Fischer AC, whose death we mourned this year. As 
Ambassador to the Holy See, Tim championed Mary’s cause 
for canonisation and was instrumental in the installation of 
her sculpture at Sacred Heart Cathedral here in Bendigo. 
Always self-effacing, he knew well the truth of St Mary 
MacKillop’s dictum, “we are but travelers here,” and as a man 
of action and generosity he lived out her advice to “never see 
a need without doing something about it.” 

The first session of the Plenary Council of the Church in 
Australia will also be held in October next year. I am aware 
of the widespread efforts in the diocese to contribute to the 
preparations for the Council, and I welcome the growing 
sense of engagement and anticipation as we prepare to select 
our diocesan delegates. The Plenary Council is a grace-filled 
opportunity for us to listen to what the Spirit is saying in our 
time and our place, and to respond to that calling with hope 
and humility. 

I feel humbled and honoured to be appointed by Pope Francis 
as Bishop of Sandhurst, and I look forward to serving in this 
ministry with the people, religious and priests of the Diocese 
over the years ahead. 

I commend to you the works contained in this Year in Review 
and look forward to journeying with you as fellow workers in 
the vineyard.
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Business Manager’s Report

Mr Cameron Fraser
Business Manager 

Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst

REPORTS

Reading the Year in Review is a chance to reflect on the vastness 
of the Church’s life and activity in our Diocese. Bishop Shane 
Mackinlay’s ordination liturgy in Sacred Heart Cathedral was a 
moment of great joy, rich with symbolism of the Church’s unity 
and responsibility for humanity, from which the diverse works of 
the Church find their ultimate purpose. 
Seeing the works of the Church celebrated in this Year in Review 
is a reminder that the Church is not a distant institution, but 
is our people, people who find motivation for service as the 
outstretched arms of Jesus Christ. The Bishop is most especially 
the arms of Christ, governing a diocese in Christ’s place. 
When Bishop Leslie Tomlinson co-consecrated Bishop Shane 
Mackinlay, it was a reminder that their work is not merely an 
occupation but an enduring part of one’s identity. This level of 
dedication is a constant inspiration to me regarding how we 
approach our work in responsibly administering the patrimony 
of the Church.
Staff formation and training has therefore been a key priority. 
Catholic Church Insurance’s innovative on-line training 
modules have been implemented across the Diocese, with 
nearly 350 people across parishes and the chancery completing 
individual online training in the Protection of Children and 
Vulnerable Adults since 2016. Others have received the same 
training in group settings. The Chancery staff retreat day built 
on weekly chancery Masses, as a chance to reflect on the big 
picture and consider areas for growth. Training and networking 
opportunities took place across the Diocese, including the 
increasingly popular Parish Secretaries and Housekeepers days, 
clergy in-services, and opportunities for further education. 
I am very pleased that this past year we have undertaken a 
great many activities to support the aims of our parishes, clergy 
and agencies. I would like to take this opportunity to take you 
through some of these initiatives. 
Project management expertise was provided for many capital 
initiatives, including residential development at Sandhurst Crest 
Estate, diocesan and parish property purchases and sales, new 
premises to support the expansion of CatholicCare Sandhurst 
and the Catholic Education Office, and landscaping and 
maintenance for Sacred Heart Cathedral.
The appointment of Mr Garry Dewhirst has provided ongoing 
Human Resources support and advice to parishes on staff 
recruitment, salary and employment guidelines, policy 
development, and a new staff appraisal program.
New regulatory opportunities from State & Federal governments 
and Catholic Professional Standards have been embraced and 
acted on, such as reporting requirements of the Australian 

Charities and Not for Profit Commission, joining the National 
Redress Scheme, Mandatory Reporting Requirements, 
legislation protecting the safety of Children and Vulnerable 
Adults, building standards compliance, and financial regulations 
governing the Diocesan Development Fund. 
The Diocese is also exploring new opportunities with 
the incorporation of Catholic Education Sandhurst and 
CatholicCare Sandhurst. Perhaps the most exciting opportunity 
is to grow the provision of Early Learning to families across the 
Diocese. 
The Diocesan Development Fund continued to fulfil its treasury 
function for the Diocese and in 2019 provided $17.7M in loan 
funding towards a number of parish and school projects. There 
is also increasing support from the payroll bureau operated 
through the Chancery, reducing workload and complexity for 
parish and agency staff.
The Aspire Cultural & Charitable Foundation continued its 
mission of celebrating faith on the goldfields, life-long learning, 
and harmony in the community. Musical concerts and continued 
progress on the New Generation Quilt served the foundation’s 
charitable purpose of protecting and preserving Sacred Heart 
Cathedral’s heritage. Research funded in partnership with 
LaTrobe University and the City of Greater Bendigo will deliver 
valuable insights into Bendigo’s early faith history next year. 
Plans for the Aspire Precinct changed significantly in August, 
when the Foundation announced it would return the Victorian 
Government grant for the development of an interpretive and 
educational centre about faith on the goldfields. Development of 
the Aspire Precinct will be revisited in 2020.
As we look ahead, there is still much we can achieve from 
working together. Communications practices have been 
strengthened and consultations will expand to all diocesan 
stakeholders in 2020, increasing collaboration between our 
Diocese’s many works and sharing the Good News.
Anything achieved together would not be possible without the 
dedicated and professional team I am proud to lead.  I would 
like to thank them in particular and congratulate everyone 
on a year of many achievements and successes. To the Clergy, 
Parish communities and diocesan agencies, thank you for your 
continued support and encouragement.  The Chancery team is 
committed to explore new ways meet the needs of our Diocese. 
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Director Of Catholic Education’s Report

The Catholic Education Office is an entity committed 
to the best in educational opportunities and outcomes 
for the young people entrusted to our schools.  We seek 

courageous renewal and the promotion of the human person 
through the provision of stewardship and leadership that are 
credible, contemporary, accountable, sustainable and transparent.  
Excellence, equity and evangelisation are our cornerstones.  We 
believe that education is not simply a profession, but also an 
attitude, a way of being.  Our Catholicity and our relationship 
with God remain central to our work. We look to a service model, 
where all persons are valued and empowered to be their best.  
We have worked to be faithful to a model based on the guiding 
principles of Mission, Stewardship, Dialogue, Subsidiarity and 
Co-responsibility.
Early in 2019, our newest Catholic school opened its doors for the 
first time to 87 students. St Anne’s College, Kialla is a Prep to Year 
12 school which will cater for approximately 1300 students.  
Marist College Bendigo, which opened in 2015, saw its first cohort 
of students undertake Year 12 studies in 2019.  
Across the Diocese, 18,857 boys and girls are enrolled in our forty-
five Primary Schools and fourteen Secondary Colleges (which 
include three specialist settings).  
In Term 4 we joined with people across the Diocese to farewell 
Bishop Les Tomlinson and to welcome our new Bishop, Shane 
Mackinlay. Each has a strong connection with education in its 
broadest sense and offers support to the schools of the Diocese 
and to the Catholic Education Office.
Two very significant assessments of the crucial work in education 
were conducted in 2019. Under the guidance of Episcopal Vicar 
for Education, Fr Brian Boyle, a committee of educators completed 
the Review of Religious Education and provided a broad range of 
recommendations to the Bishop which were taken up by a Course 
Writing Team which will present a revised version of Source of 
Life to Bishop Mackinlay in June 2020.  The Bishop, as the ‘chief 
teacher’ of the Diocese, holds responsibility for the integrity of 
teaching in the areas of faith and morals. It is his duty to ensure 
the programs delivered to our young people are contemporary, 
faithful to the Teachings of the Church and meaningful in the lives 
of the students. Source of Life has been the mandated Religious 
Education curriculum for a decade and underwent a timely 
review in 2018/19.
On a regular basis, all aspects of school operations are checked 
and assessed following a set of protocols set down by the Victorian 
Registration and Qualifications Authority. In Sandhurst, the 

School Review Committee is examining how best to meet the 
expectations of the VRQA and assist our schools in maintaining 
the highest of standards.  The Committee is to consult widely with 
all Principals, their leadership teams and relevant CEO personnel. 
The process should involve multiple ways of engaging in a dialogue 
and provide feedback on the past, present and future of school 
review models in Sandhurst.  The Committee will explore a range 
of evidence-based tools that might be offered to our schools post 
the ‘fallow year’ and adopt a multi-modal approach to collecting 
stakeholder feedback.
Each year, Catholic Education Sandhurst adopts a theme for the 
coming twelve months, a call to arms upon which we develop our 
focus and challenges for those who work with us. In 2019 our 
theme was Listen with the Ear of Your Heart, a reminder that, as 
educators, we must actively listen because we are always learning, 
always open to new possibilities and attentive to the work God 
calls us to perform.
Catholic Education remains a vital arm of the Church in 
Sandhurst. The school is considered to be the focus of all our 
aspirations. Through our day-to-day work we seek to help our 
schools change young lives for the better, to build for the future, 
to give direction and purpose for young people to become lifelong 
learners who are committed to a better world.  As educators, we 
believed this focus would serve to remind us on a daily basis that 
our Ministry within the Faith must always be dynamic, outward 
looking, ever ready to serve, to challenge, to uplift, to enhance and 
to improve.   With Christ at the heart of our work, we could then 
be faithful to the core business of learning and teaching, while 
anchored by the rich teachings of the Catholic Faith.  
To achieve our goals, government funding is essential.  We are 
grateful to both Commonwealth and State Governments for 
their financial commitments to the Catholic education sector, 
but fairness and equity must always be evident. We in Catholic 
Education remain deeply committed to those young people in our 
schools, to the need to educate the whole person, to inspire within 
each of them a yearning to contribute for the betterment of all, to 
leave the world in a positive state for the next generation.  In all 
we have pursued in Catholic Education throughout 2019, we have 
endeavoured to remain faithful to the goals we set that deliver the 
very best in learning for those entrusted to our care.

Mr Paul Desmond
Director of Catholic Education
Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst

REPORTS

“Give them hope and optimism for their journey in the world. Teach 
them to see the beauty and goodness of creation and of man who 

always retains the Creator’s hallmark. But above all with your life be 
witness of what you communicate…Educators…pass on knowledge 

and values with their words; but their words will have an incisive 
effect on children and young people if they are accompanied by 

their witness, their consistent way of life. Without consistency it is 
impossible to educate!”

- Pope Francis, Address to Young Teachers, 2015
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CatholicCare Director’s Report

Ms Rhonda Lawson-Street
Director of CatholicCare 

Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst

It has been another eventful and fruitful year for Catholic 
Care Sandhurst Family and Relationship Services (CCS).  In 
October 2018, I took over the helm from Peter Richardson.   

I was pleased to be given the opportunity of leading the 
organisation as we seek to respond innovatively to the existing 
and emerging needs of the people and communities we serve.  
The vacant Director of Operations role was filled in January and 
in February appointments were made to the newly structured 
positions of Manager Parenting and Counselling and Manager 
Children, Youth and Family Services, to extend and engage with 
the many reforms underway in our sectors.
In February we were pleased to welcome Fr Frank Brennan to 
engage with us on Catholic Social Teaching – a foundational 
pillar of our organisation.  His breadth of experience, intellect 
and insights into the social justice challenges of our time were 
motivational to staff.  
February was also the month of our triennial accreditation 
assessment, conducted through Quality Innovation Performance 
Ltd.  After thorough preliminary work we were pleased to meet 
all the standards.
In March we received funding from the Department of Home 
Affairs for a Fostering Integration Grant.  The grant has enabled 
us to work closely in partnership with Loddon Campaspe 
Multicultural Service (LCMS) to support asylum seeker and 
refugee families and assist them as parents in our community.  
We were again a sponsor this year of LCMS’s very successful 
Zinda Festival.  In the Goulburn Murray region, our Culturally 
and Linguistically Diverse liaison officer in Shepparton has 
worked to support predominantly African families from refugee 
backgrounds in their adjustment to life in our region.
We also initiated work to respond to homelessness across the 
Sandhurst Diocese, bringing together the commitment of 
all parties to address the unacceptable issue of homelessness 
through action at parish level.  
In March, we commenced delivery of the Emergency Relief 
Program, covering the Loddon Shire, Bendigo Region, and 
some areas within Castlemaine and the Macedon Ranges.
In May we signed up to the Enhanced Pathways to Family 
Violence Work project, which aims to build workforce capability 
in family violence work through boosting community sector 
student placements in relevant organisations.   
In June, staff participated in Data Breach training to ensure 
that our online security practices are robust and meet privacy 
requirements.  In June we also joined a research initiative of 
Catholic Social Services Australia (CSSA) which is investigating 
the drivers of entrenched disadvantage to better inform resource, 

service and policy decisions to target poverty. 
In July we hosted a Youth Justice Group Conference Showcase, 
to ensure that all eligible young people, their victims and 
communities, have the opportunity to benefit from this program. 
The Reconciliation Action Plan Working Group began meeting 
to continue our commitment to culturally safe services for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  We appreciate 
the relationships we have with Aboriginal organisations in both 
Loddon Mallee and Goulburn Murray regions.
In October, I joined in welcoming the new Bishop of Sandhurst, 
Shane Mackinlay, on behalf of CCS.  We look forward to his 
ongoing role with our organisation.  
In November, CCS staff joined the Greater Bendigo Walk 
Against Family Violence, to express our support for whole of 
community efforts to increase the safety of women and children.
Some of the many partnerships which form part of our 
ongoing work include the Communities for Children program 
in Shepparton, of which we are the lead agency; MacKillop 
Family Services through the Cradle to Kinder program and 
the Sanctuary Model of Care;  and collaborative relationships 
with St John of God Healthcare, the Bendigo Loddon Primary 
Care Partnership, the Centre for Non-Violence and Bendigo 
Community Health Services. We continue our relationships 
with Heathcote, Quarry Hills and Epsom primary schools 
through provision of their chaplaincy/counselling services.  
Our regular participation in the work of both Catholic Social 
Services Victoria and CSSA, gives us the opportunity to 
engage in shared learning, advocacy and research.  Our major 
partnership with CatholicCare Victoria Tasmania has continued 
across the year and we deeply appreciate both the collegiality 
and strategic support of this alliance.  
Finally, I want to acknowledge the support of our Advisory 
Board and Chair John Murphy, for their valuable assistance 
and guidance.  Last but certainly not least, I offer my deep 
appreciation to all our staff for their exceptional commitment 
and excellence in the work they undertake to support people in 
our communities through difficult times. 

REPORTS
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IDENTITY & COMMUNITY

St John of God Health Care proudly announced the start of a new era in Bendigo with the 
appointment of experienced health care leader, Michelle Stares, as Chief Executive Officer of St 
John of God Hospital Bendigo in October 2019. 

St John of God Hospital Bendigo is one of the largest hospitals in Central Victoria, regularly serving 
patients from near and far across Victoria and many rural areas. 

The hospital is a recognised leader in surgical care, rehabilitation services, healthcare at home, 
pathology, maternal care, and support services for vulnerable and young mothers.

Phil Bretherton, Director of Mission Integration at St John of God Bendigo, congratulated Ms Stares 
on the appointment and highlighted her commitment to patient care throughout her career. 
“We are delighted to welcome Michelle to Bendigo, even in these early days, her commitment to 
patient and caregiver satisfaction is clearly evident. Michelle is already stimulating a number of 
exciting initiatives to help keep SJOG Bendigo at the forefront of health care in the region,” Phil said.

Ms Stares is excited to work with St John of God Bendigo, which has been serving the community 
for over 50 years. She also praised the hospital’s deep connections with the community, with its 
a caring body of staff, dedicated to patient care and vital support work of Raphael Services and 
Horizon House. 

Ms Stares previously worked in Bendigo and most recently led Sydney South West Private Hospital 
in Liverpool as General Manager, while commuting from a semi-rural area outside Sydney. 
Ms Stares bring more than 20 years of experience in the healthcare industry, management and 
clinical care.

NEW CEO AT ST JOHN OF GOD 
HOSPITAL BENDIGO

Michelle Stares is  
the new CEO of  

St John of God Hospital 
Bendigo.
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IDENTITY & COMMUNITY

new shepherd for sandhurst

Bishop Shane Mackinlay, the eighth Bishop of Sandhurst, was ordained to the episcopacy in Bendigo’s Sacred Heart Cathedral on 16 
October 2019. The momentous occasion celebrated the creation of a new successor to the Apostles and Vicar of Christ in our Diocese.

The first episcopal ordination at Sacred Heart Cathedral Bendigo in 40 years, Melbourne Archbishop Peter A. Comensoli was the principal 
consecrator, joined by Bishop Leslie Tomlinson, Bishop Emeritus of Sandhurst, and Ballarat Bishop Paul Bird CSsR as co-consecrators. 
More than thirty Bishops and 300 clergy were present at the ordination, including the Papal Nuncio to Australia, Archbishop Tito Adolfo 
Yllana and Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference president, Archbishop Mark Coleridge.

In a heartfelt address, Bishop Mackinlay thanked friends from his parishes in Ballarat, Bungaree and Gordon, colleagues from the Catholic 
Theological College, the University of Divinity.

“These are challenging times in which to do this, with many people feeling deeply hurt and disillusioned by the Church,” Bishop 
Mackinlay said.

“I take those challenges very seriously; responding to them must be integral to whatever we do.

“We can only be faithful to this by placing our trust in God, sharing our gifts generously with those around us, and valuing and celebrating 
the riches that are brought by each member of our community.”

Dignitaries, family, friends and parishioners numbered close to 2000 people, including those from as far as Ballarat, Echuca, Shepparton, 
Wangaratta and Wodonga.

The spiritual unity of the Church and the mission of bishops as Good Shepherds and successors to the Apostles was elucidated in 
Archbishop Comensoli’s homily, drawing on musical imagery.

“It is for all of us – bishops, priests, deacons, religious and lay faithful – to join in the singing of Christ into this time and place. Yet, as 
Paul goes on to note, we each have a particular voice with which to proclaim the song of Jesus Christ,” Archbishop Comensoli said.

“So, to a few, the apostolic voice is given as a definitive character. Bishops are those among us to whom the song of Christ’s life takes on 
that particular shape and sound, belonging to the Shepherd.

“The Christian song-line the bishop sings is not something he makes up, but a pathway he himself has received to lay out for others to 
follow.

“Fidelity, therefore, is his chief task in singing it; fidelity to what he has received and fidelity in passing it on,” he said.

The ordination was live-streamed on YouTube for those who could not attend the Mass in person. It was viewed from 54 countries, with 
the top national audiences outside Australia being the United States, Canada, the Philippines and Vietnam.

The day could not escape Ballarat-Bendigo rivalries as Bishop Mackinlay, who was ordained a priest for Ballarat Diocese, joked that the 
friendly inter-city competition “has not stood in the way of a wonderful contingent of people from Ballarat and from other parts of my 
life being here”.

Mgr Frank Marriott, former vicar general of Sandhurst, was more emphatic after Mass, telling WIN News that “today is a bit special, 
because he’s a country lad from Ballarat, and [therefore] we’ve conquered Ballarat again!”
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IDENTITY & COMMUNITY
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IDENTITY & COMMUNITY

The was double cause for celebration at St Anne’s College in Kialla as Sandhurst’s newest 
school celebrated their official opening on the feast day of the College’s namesake, St Anne.

Exactly two years after the first sod was turned; students, staff, parents and distinguished guests 
gathered on-site to mark the formal blessing of the College. Bishop Leslie Tomlinson performed 
the official duties of blessing the buildings along with Parish Priest, Fr Peter Taylor. Mr Paul 
Desmond, Director of Catholic Education Sandhurst unveiled the plaque together with School 
Board Chairperson, Annette Jakob to declare the College officially open.

Principal Dom Poppa thanked everyone for sharing this special occasion with the St Anne’s 
community. “It is a wonder to be in this place, a place where we hope to shape the future lives of 
our beautiful young children.”

“Whilst I will thank a number of people for their support in getting to this point, to our students, 
this is for you, a place where you can discover, wonder and dream the possibilities of what can 
be,” he said.

To commemorate the occasion the College commissioned local artist and Yorta Yorta man, Troy 
Firebrace, to create an artwork inspired by St Anne. The colourful painting, which spans more 
the two metres across, is a wonderful addition to the walls of the college, taking pride of place in 
the entrance foyer.

Troy said the artwork was a labour of love, which depicts the outline of his own grandmother 
hidden within the shapes and lines of the magnificent art piece.

“When considering St Anne as the grandmother of Jesus, I reflected on the unconditional love I 
received from both my Nan and my Grandmother,” he said. 

new college opens in kialla

College Principal, 
Dom Poppa, 
assisted Bishop 
Leslie Tomlinson 
in his blessing of 
the new school.
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The Director of 
Catholic Education 

Sandhurst, Paul 
Desmond and 
School Board 

Chair of St Anne’s 
College, Annette 
Jakob, reveal the 

foundation plaque.

St Anne’s College opened its doors at the beginning of the year for Foundation and Year 7 students, with the 
intake planned to grow each year until all year levels are full. The purpose-built facility boasts a striking design, 
combining open areas as with well-appointed classrooms and specialised areas. 

Housed under the one roof to ensure a pedagogical approach to provide maximum interaction between students 
and staff, St Anne’s College will eventually encompass junior, middle and senior neighbourhoods, with new 
sections already planned to cater for future enrolment growth.  

The official Blessing and Opening of St Anne’s College marked an important and historic day for the College 
community as they establish a place in the lives of their students, staff and families now and into the future.

IDENTITY & COMMUNITY

Troy Firebrace 
(right) created an 

indigenous artwork  
inspired by St 

Anne and his own 
grandmother. 
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40 years of catholic college 
wodonga
CATHOLIC College Wodonga celebrated 40 years on Sunday 13 October, beginning with 

Mass at Sacred Heart Church, Wodonga, followed by morning tea and tours of the college. 

Alumni were reunited and shared memories of the growth of the college over the decades. 
Catholic College Wodonga began with 250 students and now has 1200. 

Paul Desmond, Executive Director of Catholic Education Sandhurst attended the celebrations 
and particularly thanked the founding families of Catholic College Wodonga. 

Sr Mary Duffy, former CCW teacher, was also in attendance to the delight of former students. 
Video booths were available during the celebration to record people’s stories and memories. It 
is planned that these videos will be shared during the 50th anniversary celebrations in 2029.

Catholic Education 
Sandhurst Executive 

Director Paul Desmond 
with Catholic College 

Wodonga pioneers Judy 
and John Drummond. 

PHOTO: The Border Mail
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GROWTH IN RESEARCH  
AND DIGITAL CAPACITY
Dr Donna Bailey is the Diocesan Archivist and delivers a high level of service to 
the Diocesan administration, clergy, parishes, the broader Catholic community 
and members of the public.  

Requests for information continue to grow each year. In 2019, they included 
requests regarding church and parish land and buildings, as well as objects of 
cultural patrimony.  Requests for family history are common and are generally 
referred to the parishes or are answered in liaison with the parish or parishes. 
Research requests from the tertiary sector are frequent as are requests from 
other archdioceses and dioceses throughout Australia and occasionally overseas. 
Often, in answering requests I am able to learn more about the remarkable story 
of our diocese. Whilst the story of the nineteenth century Sandhurst Diocese 
and its growth alongside the building of our goldfields towns and cities are 
prominent in the minds of researchers, so too are more recent events such as 
the completion of the Sacred Heart Cathedral in 1977 and notable events such 
as the ordination and installation of Bishops. 

In 2016, the Aspire Cultural and Charitable Foundation with La Trobe University 
received an Australian Research Council, Linkage Grant to undertake a study of 
“Faith on the Goldfields: Rediscovering religious diversity from 1852-today”. This 
project has been undertaken in association with the City of Greater Bendigo and 
aims to interpret and share knowledge about the role and value of faith during 
the Gold Rush, on the goldfields, up until the present day. This project will finish 
during 2020 and the outcomes will be presented via seminar and publication. 
My role in this project, along with Dr. Charles Fahey, has been to research the 
predominantly Irish Catholic cohort arriving on the Bendigo goldfields from 
1852, their associations with Henry Backhaus and their practice of Catholicism 
within the diocesan community. Prefacing this, we have researched their Irish 
county of origin and their migration to Australia. The Irish who arrived both 
before and after the effects of the famine shape this fascinating story. 

To date the Sacramental Registers of the parishes of St Kilian’s, Eaglehawk, 
Shepparton, Dookie, Beechworth, Benalla, Echuca, Heathcote and Numurkah 
have been digitised. The registers hold a wealth of information, allowing 
glimpses into the story of Catholic settlement across Victoria from as early as 
1852. It is my aim to digitise more parish registers in 2020, giving preference to 
the historical and/or more damaged registers. This project aims to make records 
more accessible for researchers. 

In 2019, the office purchased a camera copy stand and other equipment so that 
digitisation work will be undertaken in-house rather than off-site. Other archival 
resources will be digitised and made available to the public as per demand. 

The database continues to grow and includes over one thousand entries of objects, 
books and paper records. This represents only a fraction of the objects in the 
collection and thus, is a work in progress. A database recording every church built 
in the diocese since the 1850s is close to completion, including many entries 
with photographs. 
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150 Years for the Mass tree

The town of Wahgunyah celebrated the sesquicentenary of the Wahgunyah Mass Tree on Sunday 
27 October. Speeches from Mayor Bernard Gaffney and Sue Fenn, Wahgunyah Historical 
Society, preceeded attendees adjourning to the “Willows”, on the banks of the Murray River to 

enjoy a BBQ lunch, prepared by the Rutherglen Branch of the Knights of the Southern Cross.

“The Mass Tree is intrinsically linked to the Wahgunyah community and the community to it. It is 
amazing to think that this enormous gum tree which is potentially more than 600 years old is still 
going as strong as ever,” Fr Brian Carey, Parish Priest of Rutherglen, said.

“Over the years the big gum has served as an excellent tourist attraction in the region.”

150 years prior, Catholics in the region kept the faith alive by meeting regularly for Mass and Rosary. 
Mass at the time was said under a canvas tent attached to the very same tree. It was the early home of 
Irish migrants Mary Margaret Burrows and her husband.

According to a metal plaque attached to the tree in 1946 Mrs Burrows ‘prepared the altar in her tent at 
this tree’. Tragically a few years later Mrs Burrows drowned in Sunday Creek which runs off the river 
not far from the Mass Tree which over the years also became known as the Holy Tree.
Mrs Burrows’ twin sons, John and William, were the altar boys at the first Mass. 
They had been born in the same tent years earlier and housed the family’s belongings after they built 
themselves a bark hut as their main living quarters.

The first Mass was also attended by settlers as well as the local Wiradjuri, who were described as 
kneeling reverently alongside the Irish Catholics. 

The first priest to offer Mass at the site was a Father James Tierney who was in charge of the Beechworth 
Mission at the time. His area took in the whole of the North East. Victoria became its own diocese in 
1852 with the 1851 appointment of Bishop James Alipius Goold to Melbourne.

In 1869 with the Gold Rush in full swing, Beechworth was considered the capital of the North East and 
the presence of the Kelly Gang loomed large. Fr Tierney’s journey on horseback from Beechworth to 
Wahgunyah went all along the river until he reached his destination. Fr Carey, a native of Beechworth 
was principal celebrant at the celebration in 2019. 

Fr Brian Carey at 
the Wahgunyah 
Mass Tree. 
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Marian festival celebrates 
45th Year

Hundreds processed outside 
Sacred Heart Cathedral 

Bendigo in honour of 
Our Lady of Fatima. 

PHOTO: Chris McCormack.

Forty-five years is a long time for a continuous festival in honour of Our Lady and her 
messages, but that is the history of the October Marian Festival in Bendigo. From the 
initial Festival held in October 1974 until the 2019 festival at Sacred Heart Cathedral 

there have been 45 Festivals to honour Our Lady of Fatima and to remind the faithful of the 
importance of her messages to the world.

The first Festival was a huge demonstration of devotion, with a procession of school children 
and people from the various parishes of Bendigo reciting the Rosary. Bishop Bernard Stewart 
gave the address and led the crowd with prayers and Benediction at the grotto of Our Lady at 
St Aidan’s Orphanage.

Since that time festivals have been conducted at the Sacred Heart Cathedral. With Bishop 
Joseph Grech’s installation as Bishop of Sandhurst in 2001, he indicated that he would like the 
afternoon prayers and devotion to become a much bigger event, starting with the 11 am Mass 
and involving people from all around the Sandhurst Diocese to come “in pilgrimage” in his 
own words. He involved the Melbourne Maltese community who have come in great numbers 
since that time.

The 100th anniversary of Our Lady’s Apparitions in Fatima in 2018 was celebrated with a huge 
festival led by Most Rev Bishop Leslie Tomlinson with a large influx of pilgrims from far afield, 
involving eight chartered coaches.

The industrious Bendigo members of the World Apostolate of Our Lady of Fatima organise 
these festivals and for 2019 secured the involvement of Most Rev. Peter Elliott who was the 
main celebrant. He delivered the homily, led devotions and gave an address on Our Lady in the 
life and theology of John Henry Newman, who was canonised later that day in Rome. 
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Ms Lyn Breen
Coordinator 

Adult Faith Education Sandhurst

“I came that they may have life and have it to the full”  
- John 10:10

The ministry of Adult Faith Education in the Diocese 
of Sandhurst responds to the Church’s expressed need 
for programs and resources to support Faith Education, 

Spiritual Formation and Ministry Skills Training, recognising 
that all the baptised are called to share Christ’s mission in the 
Church for the world.

Adult Faith Education had a modified program in 2019 due 
to the momentous events of Australia’s Plenary Council 
2020 processes and the ordination of our new Bishop. While 
guest presenters were fewer in number, parishes continued to 
seek resources for local initiatives and liturgical celebrations 
throughout the year. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation involves a journey towards full 
initiation into the community of the Catholic Church. RCIA 
Chaplain, Fr Des Welladsen, was the key presenter for this year’s 
RCIA Reflection Day at St Augustine’s Kyabram in February. 
Shepparton Pastoral Associate, Anthony Kilmartin, facilitated a 
valuable opportunity for catechumens and candidates to share 
their personal stories. The Rite of Election was celebrated 
joyfully in the Sacred Heart Cathedral on the First Sunday of 
Lent. Generous RCIA Team members from across the Diocese 
gathered again in October, for a ‘Parish RCIA: Sharing Best 
Practice Day’, to explore ways to enhance their ministries.

Fr Brian Boyle’s talks in May on the Gospel of Luke were well 
received in Bendigo, Shepparton, Wangaratta and Wodonga. 
In May and November, medical professionals, pastoral care 
practitioners, parish leaders and parishioners, attended ‘When 
Life Is Ending’, to gain a Catholic perspective on Victoria’s 
Assisted Dying Laws. The presentations, which allowed 
opportunities for questions and discussion, were led by ethicist 
and practicing General Practitioner, Dr Caroline Ong RSM, 
supported by Mrs Loretta Lilford, a nurse with extensive 
experience in caring for the dying and their families. ‘Leaning 
on the Heart of God’ coffee and conversation mornings led by 
Loretta Lilford and Sr Helen Glasheen RSM were offered again 
in 2019, for the parishes of St Patrick’s, Kerang, in June and St 
Mary’s, Echuca, in July. The two hour conversations allowed 
participants to share experiences, questions, possibilities with 
helpful resources provided for those who journey with those 
who are dying. 

The second of two ‘Catholic Social Teaching’ formation days 
were facilitated for CatholicCare Sandhurst staff early in 2019. 

July brought participation in a multi-agency forum, initiated by 
CatholicCare Sandhurst, to explore the problems of housing 
stress and homelessness in our region. A regional St Vincent 
de Paul Retreat Day was facilitated for inspirational St Vincent 
de Paul members from several St Vinnies centres who gathered 
in Wangaratta in March. In August, the first Sandhurst Diocese 
‘Wheel of Prayer’ Day was held at the Monsignor Peter Jeffery 
Parish Centre in Shepparton. A choice of workshops exploring a 
variety of prayer forms were led by experts in each prayer form 
from our own Diocese, which received immediate requests for 
the opportunity to be repeated in 2020!

Throughout the year, Adult Faith Education included close 
collaboration with the Sandhurst Pastoral Associates network, 
the organisation of an annual meeting of Parish Priests and 
Pastoral Associates, provision of information and resources 
for parishes. Resource areas included papal teachings and 
Pope Francis’ new ‘Season of Creation’, preparation and 
publication of free reflection leaflets for Advent and Lent, 
prayer booklets for Faith Education and Spiritual Formation 
events, and resources from Sandhurst and beyond. ‘Youth 
Pathways 2020’ was produced by the Sandhurst Youth Ministry 
in collaboration with Adult Faith Education Sandhurst and 
published online and as booklets distributed to Catholic school 
leavers and parishes of the Sandhurst Diocese. ‘Pathways for 
Seniors 2019-2020’ and ‘Pathways for Families 2020’ were 
published as online resources providing a variety of live links to 
information, networks, resources and community connections, 
easily accessed via computer, smartphone or tablet.

ADULT FAITH EDUCATION SANDHURST
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Poor clares announce departure

The Poor Clare Colettines are a religious order of women in the tradition of St Clare and St Francis 
of Assisi, who live in enclosed communities of prayer, silence, and peaceful work to pursue perfect 
Christian love in lives given entirely to Jesus Christ. 

The community of Poor Clare Sisters at the Monastery of the Holy Spirit, Kennington, has served the Church 
through prayer for over 50 years, as a blessing to the entire Diocese of Sandhurst, the people of Bendigo, and 
Kennington Parish. 

The number of sisters has declined over the years and there are currently three Poor Clare Sisters in 
Kennington, who are advancing in years.

After considering the Church’s 2018 guidelines on the number of members needed for a viable monastery, 
the Poor Clares announced to their supporters and collaborators that they have decided to continue their 
religious mission in larger communities of female religious within the Franciscan tradition, located outside 
of our diocese.

“I would like to thank all our many friends and benefactors,” Mother Anthony, leader of the community, said. 
“Their memories will be etched in our hearts and held in prayer. Prayer is a wonderful thing, it crosses seas, 
from wherever we are in the world.

“We are grateful for all the support we have received from the diocese and from parishioners,” she said.

“It is with great sadness that I learned these devoted women of faith will be leaving our diocese,” Bishop 
Shane Mackinlay said.

“Their prayerful and contemplative presence in our midst is a powerful reminder to us all of the importance 
of simplicity, reflection and humble listening for God’s spirit.”

“Contemplative religious communities enrich us with their constant prayer, as they hold the needs of the 
whole world before God,” Bishop Mackinlay said.

The process of relocating to other religious communities and closure of the monastery is a lengthy one, 
requiring the involvement of the Holy See and liaison with the leaders of other Poor Clare monasteries. It is 
expected that it may take some time for the Poor Clares to finalise details of their departure. Celebrations to 
thank the Poor Clares will be arranged to take place in due course. The future of the monastery property is 
not yet decided, though the sisters are planning that before their departure, they will relocate the graves of the 
five deceased community members to the Axedale Catholic cemetery.

We thank Mother Anthony, Sr Christopher and Sr Clare and assure them of our prayers and support as they 
prepare to enter this new stage of their religious lives.

Mother Anthony, Sr Christopher and Sr Clare of the Poor Clares, Kennington
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Sandhurst Youth Ministry
Over the course of 2019 Sandhurst Youth Ministry explored St Peter’s relationship with Jesus. By following St Peter’s 
journey from fisherman to leader of the Church, SYM was able to set out a path to discipleship that doesn’t centre on 
being perfect. 

New Sandhurst Youth Cross

In 1984 Pope John Paul II entrusted the World Youth Day Cross to young Catholics of the World. It has since travelled 
the world connecting young Catholics all over the world. On the Feast of Pentecost the new Sandhurst Youth Cross 
was blessed by Bishop Les Tomlinson. The Cross has been present at all major youth events as a constant reminder of 
God’s great love for us. 

Stronger

Four Stronger Rallies and a Retreat were a highlight for many in 2019. Each Rally focused on a different event from St 
Peter’s journey from his call to Pentecost. 

A variety of guest speakers, including Sr Mel Dwyer, a Canossian Sister of Charity, Ezekiel Bartlett, a Catholic Prison 
Chaplain and theology student, and Jess Leach, a lay Missionary, brought St Peter’s story to life for a modern audience, 
connecting his experiences with those that young people may go through today. 

Some incredibly gifted musicians, including Fr Rob Galea, Genevieve Bryant and Alyssa Agius, led those at the Rallies 
in Praise and Worship. 

The Stronger Retreat provided young people the opportunity to delve deeper into St Peter’s example of discipleship. 
Through various forms of prayer, talks, games and workshops, those attending the Retreat were able to deepen their 
relationship with Jesus, as well as with other young disciples. 

How to Pray Day

The first SYM Workshop Day took place at St Joseph’s Church in Axe Creek, provided young people with an opportunity 
to experience different forms of prayer. Specific workshops featured Ignatian prayer methods, as well as opportunities 
to experience Taizé style prayer and Stations of the Cross. 

ACYF’19

Around 70 young people and teachers from the diocese attended the Australian Catholic Youth Festival held in Perth 
during December. The group, predominantly made up of school students, were able to join 5,500 other young Catholics 
in celebrating their faith.
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Some 2019 highlights of youth ministry 
in Sandhurst included (clockwise from 
top right) Stronger Rallies, the blessing 
of the Sandhurst Youth Cross and the 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival in 
Perth. 



28   Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst   Year in Review 2019

CAST OF THOUSANDS IN 
FESTIVAL OF THE SACRED
Over 2500 Sandhurst students amazed audiences with their performances in the 2019 Festival of the Sacred, 
held in Bendigo, Echuca, Shepparton, Wangaratta, and Wodonga. School groups travelled from many towns 
to regional centres to share in ensemble singing, dancing, and drama! 

The Festival is for Grade 5 and 6 students, taking place every two years. This is a highlight of Catholic 
Education Sandhurst’s arts strategy, which includes an important partnership with the Australian School 
of Performing Arts who deliver high quality performing arts experiences for young people throughout the 
country. 

Months of rehearsals preceded the concerts, and practice paid off as performers wowed friends, family, and 
fellow students. 

Event organiser, Education Officer for The Arts, Claire Spinelli, from the Catholic Education Office said the 
Festival of the Sacred has something for everyone. 

“The repertoire for this year’s concerts include two high energy dance numbers and a variety of choral 
offerings, weaved together through short dramatic skits performed by the year five and six students,” said 
Claire. 

“The concert has an indigenous touch with Birrama Mana, sung by the mass choir, reminding the audience 
of the beauty of everyday Australia and the joy of coming home.  There are a few blasts from the past with old 
school pop and Motown musical numbers interspersed among contemporary easy listening and theatrical 
fare,’ she said.

FORMATION & EDUCATION

Students from St 
Mary’s Primary 
School, Echuca 
performed at the 
Festival of the Sacred.
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Sacred spaces, student 
solos and school spirit 

abounded at the Festival 
of the Sacred.

“True to our Catholic tradition, the finale massed choir item is Praise His Holy Name by Keith 
Hampson,” said Ms Spinelli.

The Festival performances took place at Catholic College Wodonga, Galen Catholic College 
Wangaratta, Notre Dame College Shepparton, St Mary’s Primary School Echuca, and St Francis 
of the Fields Strathfieldsaye. 

Tutors from the Australian School of Performing Arts tutor spend time in each school teaching 
the program to students and teachers so that they can practice the songs and dances during 
the term in preparation for the festival. It is only on the performance day however, that all the 
schools come together for the massed performance.

The festival program, which started in the Sandhurst Diocese, now takes pace in other regions of 
Australia. The specialist skills that the students learn from these industry professionals instils an 
appreciation for The Arts and for some, ignites a passion for performing that will last a lifetime.

Director of Catholic Education Sandhurst, Mr Paul Desmond said the festival remained a 
calendar highlight.

“It’s wonderful to see music and singing becoming such an important part of the educational 
experience for these students, and to be able to provide something special for the kids to look 
forward to and work towards,” he said.

“The partnership with the Australian School of Performing Arts has established an important 
program which has taken place in Sandhurst schools over the past decade. The benefits for 
students and teachers is invaluable as the program continues to grow and improve each time.”

Students from St 
Mary’s Primary School, 
Mooroopna performed. 
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50 years of caritas service
In 2019, Kerry Stone and Father Rom Hayes celebrated 25 years volunteering with Caritas Australia.

Kerry said that Fr Rom Hayes was appointed to the role of Diocesan Director for Caritas in 1994,  and 
with her interest in global poverty, Kerry immediately volunteered to assist. A few years later, Bishop 
Daly made Kerry’s Diocesan Coordinator role an official position.

“The longer I’ve been with the agency the more I’ve felt compelled to share what I’ve learnt about the 
reality and causes of poverty around the world. For me this is Church, this is really the essence of the 
Gospel,” said Kerry. “It’s the way Caritas works that has kept me in the job – it’s all about dignity – 
restoring dignity to the most marginalised and vulnerable of our sisters and brothers.”

Fr Hayes had been working with the poor in Lima, Peru for 15 years when he returned to Australia 
and was keen to continue exercising his option for the poor. “Caritas Australia is the good news in 
our church today,” says Rom, “… it’s really the gospel in action, it’s faith with good works. And the 
good works are really about working with the poor, for the poor, enabling the poor to be masters of 
their own destiny.”

Both Rom and Kerry agree that hosting a Lenten Visitor every year from one of Caritas’ international 
partners has been a highlight year after year. “By the end of the week visiting schools and attending 
Deanery Dinners, we feel like we have a new friend and we’ve learnt so much about life somewhere 
else and about the difference our partnership is making,” they say.

There’re proud of many achievements over the 25 years, notably, the now annual Public Launch of 
Project Compassion in Hargreaves Mall Bendigo, and Caritas Ks, the solidarity event where students 
walk, run, swim, or cycle kilometres for compassion, was created in Sandhurst and has raised many 
thousands of dollars in this diocese and across Australia.

One of the most rewarding aspects of the job for Kerry is presenting Just Leadership Days for students 
across the diocese. “Whether primary or secondary, our young people’s desire to take action to create 
a fairer world and a healthier planet continues to inspire me,” she said.

Reflecting on the anniversary, Fr Rom wanted to thank all the dedicated volunteers across the Diocese, 
“The commitment of our Parish Reps and the generosity of our people have made our job a whole lot 
easier. We’re truly grateful.”

Kerry Stone, Fr Joe 
Okumo, 2019 Caritas 

visitor from Uganda, and 
Fr Rom Hayes  spoke 
about water security 

at Catherine McAuley 
College students with 

drinking bottles.
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Msgr Peter Jeffrey, 
Rhonda Lawson-Street 
and Fr Joe Taylor 
spearheaded the forum. 
PHOTO: Shepparton 
News

Homelessness Forum inspired 
action and commitment
Nearly 70 people from across the Diocese of Sandhurst attended CatholicCare’s Housing and Homelessness 
Forum at the Monsignor Peter Jeffrey Centre, Shepparton on Saturday 6 July. 

Shepparton News and WIN News reported on the event which looked for long term solutions to the important 
issues of housing stress and homelessness.

Rhonda Lawson-Street, Director of CatholicCare Sandhurst, explained the day emerged from a desire to 
greater understand the complex issue and “get together and create a plan.”

Elizabeth McFarlane, President of the Australian Young Christian Workers, travelled from Sydney for the 
forum to help guide the group discussions through Cardinal Cardijn’s ‘see, judge, act’ process. 

Fr Rom Hayes spoke about the new Bendigo Winter Night Shelter project’s first year.

“It’s been wonderfully successful - it’s helping ten people every night. One of the things they say is that they 
really enjoy coming because it’s safe,” Fr Rom said. 

Mgr Peter Jeffrey spoke on his plans to have more social housing in the local area: “small homes for people 
who find there’s been a broken marriage and they’re looking after children or for people that can’t get 
accommodation,” Mgr Peter detailed.

Denis Fitzgerald, Executive Director and Claire-Anne Willis, Senior Policy Officer, from Catholic Social 
Services Victoria presented on the national and state data on homelessness, the housing gap and regional 
profiles. 

Denis said that responses to housing stress and homelessness need to emerge from individuals, community 
groups and government. 

“There are wonderful examples of activity in each of these spheres, but there is also much more that can be 
done,” Denis said. “One of the benefits of a day like this one is that we can learn from others in roles similar to 
our own about what has worked for them.”  

The location of Shepparton was due to the initiative of local clergy Fr Joe Taylor and Mgr Peter Jeffrey, who are 
keenly aware of Shepparton having the highest level of homelessness in Victoria.
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CHILD PROTECTION OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE

Ms Anne McIntosh
Child Safety Officer 

Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst

The Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst promoted the 
necessity of compliance with the 7 Child Safe 
Standards of the Victorian Commission for Children 

and Young People, following government recommendations 
to comply with the standards, effective from 1 January 2017. 

The Diocese engaged a Child Safety Officer in February 2017 
to assist parishes in complying with the standards. The Child 
Safety Officer travels to parishes on a regular basis and has 
achieved significant progress since February 2017, with the 
vast majority of parishes having an active Child Safe Team 
dedicated to child safety. These Child Safe Team members 
have been trained in the protection of children and vulnerable 
adults. Our aim is to continue with annual training for those 
volunteers and employees. Additionally, education provision 
continues for all volunteers and employees to mitigate risk 
of future abuse. Training is available via Catholic Church 
Insurance’s online modules and PowerPoint presentations 
are available for Child Safe Team members to administer 
in person. All parishes and religious orders have access to 
these training methods. All parishes have a current Code of 
Conduct Policy and Child Safe Policy displayed in all parish 
buildings, as well as the Child Safety Reporting process, 
which clearly explains the processes for reporting any child 
abuse including the contact details of the Child Safety Officer 
and the Parish Priest.

In June 2019, Catholic Professional Standards Limited, 
an advisory group established by the Australian Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference and Catholic Religious Australia, 
finalised the 10 Child Safe Standards, incorporating the 
principles of the Victorian Commission for Children and 
Young People’s 7 Child Safe Standards, and expanding them to 
include recommendations from the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. The 10 Child 
Safe Standards add greater emphasis on the participation of 
families, carers and communities, the promotion of diversity 
and equity, and continuous improvement in child protection 
processes. 

The 10 Child Safe Standards are being considered carefully 
and will be implemented in 2020. Under the direction 
of the Child Safety Officer, parishes will have the task of 
incorporating the standards into parish life and ensuring 

adherence. There will be a focus on parishes engaging with 
families, carers and communities, and parishes have been 
equipped with the necessary resources to do so through the 
diocesan website. Parishes are at different stages of updating 
a risk assessment and the Diocese is in the process of 
enhancing the risk assessment template to comply with the 
10 Child Safe Standards. Child Safe Teams in parishes will 
implement the new risk assessment as a key priority in 2020. 
It is also proposed that Child Safe Team personnel attend an 
annual Child Safe Seminar over two days to cover key topics 
regarding updates to best practice. Methods to increase the 
visibility of parish Child Safe Team members are currently 
being investigated. The Diocese is encouraging all parishes 
to participate in Child Protection Week which concludes 
on Child Protection Sunday, 13 September 2020. Clergy 
have been overwhelmingly positive in their leadership in 
child protection activities, such as at the annual in-service 
for clergy, which was attended by all parish priests in 2019.  
The Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst has dedicated significant 
resources to apply best practice in order to have the safest 
possible environment for children and vulnerable adults. 
The invaluable input and support from employees and 
volunteer Child Safe Team members must be acknowledged, 
and progress to date would not have been possible without 
their dedication and commitment. The Catholic Diocese of 
Sandhurst will continue to ensure the protection of children 
and adults is of the utmost importance in 2020. 
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Priests of the Diocese gathered from Monday 19 to Thursday 22 August at Cadell on the Murray for 
their annual in-service. 

Sessions were presented on such key topics as the impact of the sexual abuse crisis on clergy morale and 
well-being, the importance of supervision in ministry, the sacrament of reconciliation and mandatory 
reporting, and the identification and management of depression and burn-out in ministry.

Each day included Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours prayers. 

Mgr Peter Jeffrey, Parish Priest of Mooroopna, said that he enjoyed the in-service and benefitted from 
participation.

“It’s a beautiful in-service, I mean the priests coming together and they’ve all been here, enjoying the 
company of one another and we share of course, about our life and our ministry. 

“The content, that Dr Brian Boyle helped to shape for us, is very much about our ministry, very practical,” 
he said.

The experiences of overseas priests was a point of discussion for Mgr Peter, “we need to keep doing a lot 
for inculturation and we need to inculturate people in our parishes. They need to be open to receiving 
people from different cultures.”

Fr Peter Ferwerda, Parish Priest of Heathcote, found the in-service profound on the spiritual and human 
levels.

“My summary of it is the emphasis on that we are imperfect, that we do have cracks in ourselves, but if 
we acknowledge that, then we can let light in through those cracks and that can help us in our ministry.”

Clergy in-service at Moama Dan Murphy, clinical 
pastoral education 

supervisor, was one of 
the presenters at the 

clergy in-service.
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As the much loved Bishop Leslie Tomlinson celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving at Sacred Heart Cathedral on September 15, 
his departure from being our spiritual leader was tinged with the sadness of saying goodbye and good wishes for his well-
earned rest and recreation. Bishop Les’ mission will continue as an important spiritual leader in the Church in Australia 
and beyond. 

The priesthood and ministry have been the defining features in the life of a man dedicated to the sacrificial love found in 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, in over forty-seven years of priesthood and ten years as a Bishop. 

“Even though I am retiring as the Bishop of Sandhurst, I still see myself as part of the Diocese and will take the opportunity 
to be part of events in the Diocese,” Bishop Les said.

Retirement is something of a foreign concept in Holy Orders for while priests and Bishops retire from active ministry, 
Bishop Les will continue to be “a priest forever” (Hebrews 7:17). Bishop Les was ordained to the episcopacy, the fullness 
of Holy Orders, in 2009, as an Auxiliary Bishop in the Archdiocese of Melbourne, on the appointment of Pope Benedict 
XVI, who was only the second Pope to retire. Similarly, Bishop Les is only the third Bishop of Sandhurst to retire, a norm 
introduced after the Second Vatican Council. 

This priestly vocation offered to the Sacred Heart has expressed itself through devoted service as a parish priest, Bishop 
and in Chaplaincies and Spiritual Advisor roles with charitable and fraternal organisations, such as the St Vincent de Paul 
Society and the Knights of the Southern Cross.

When Melbourne Knight of the Southern Cross, Colin Walsh, was elected President of the International Alliance of 
Catholic Knights several years ago, he asked Bishop Les to become the Chaplain to the organisation, where he had spiritual 
care for the body representing more than 15 Roman Catholic fraternal societies, including Knights of the Southern Cross 
(Australia and New Zealand), Knights of Columbus (USA) and orders of Catholic Knights across Europe, Africa and Asia. 
Bishop Les retired from this role at their international conference in Glasgow in October.

The spirit of chivalry in these orders originally aimed at supporting the vulnerable within the Catholic faithful, especially 
job seekers and widows. This ideal has been important for Bishop Les throughout his ministry.  

“Catholics at the beginning of the 20th century were facing bigotry and exclusion in various ways and by collecting together, 
united by their Catholic faith, they endeavoured to survive,” he explained regarding the origins of many of these orders. 

In more recent times, the Knights of the Southern Cross has been strong in advocating the Church’s teaching in areas where 
the vulnerable are threatened, such as life and family issues. 

The St Vincent de Paul Society is another long held association, beginning at the Matthew Talbot Hostel in Sydney as a 
seminarian, developing into a leadership role while serving in Hobart, where he became the Tasmanian State Chaplain to 
the Society. 

“Not only did Frederick Ozanam, founder of the St Vincent de Paul Society, reach out to assist these disadvantaged people, 
but he brought his intellectual capacity to form a spirituality that would nurture the life of those who joined him in the 
work of the Society. If you read the manual of the Society, it emphasises the importance of the spirituality of reflection, 
prayer and discussion in every meeting,” Bishop Les said.

This spirituality of love and service was nurtured in his childhood at Sacred Heart Parish, Mildura, where he first considered 
a vocation to the priesthood, influenced by Archbishop Fulton Sheen’s book The Priest Is Not His Own and a personable 
young curate. “I was impressed by his easy manner and absolute commitment to people. He came across as an ordinary 
person, not a high flyer, which I could relate to,” he said. 

Testing and considering his vocation for six years after graduating from St Joseph’s College, Mildura, Archbishop Knox 
accepted him for the seminary and, in 1968, he entered Corpus Christi College, Werribee.

The seminarian’s departure from the family home is a concrete offering of himself on the long pilgrimage to ordination, 
filled with powerful symbolism and emotion. 

“I remember my father, who was not a Catholic, indicating he would have preferred I’d chosen something else,” Bishop Les 
said. “When he was dying he did make reference to this, that he hadn’t thought it was a good idea, but in the years since 
then he reflected on the fact that he thought it was the right thing that I had chosen. So, he was saying it was right for me.”

He also recalled some of the strictness of the seminary regarding visiting family, having been refused permission to stay 
overnight with his family after a sister’s wedding. “During the term, this is your home,” the Rector had said.

Archbishop Knox soon sent him further from home, to St Paul’s National Seminary in Kensington, Sydney, run by the 
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart. There he studied scripture under Fr Paul Stenhouse MSC, the famous editor of Annals 
Australasia and Fr Denis Murphy MSC.

Bishop Les will most cherish the experience of having been a parish priest and having met people’s pastoral and spiritual needs. 
Congratulations to Bishop Les on the next stage of his ministry as Bishop Emeritus of Sandhurst.

Bishop Les becomes Bishop Emeritus
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Bishop Leslie Tomlinson retired as Bishop 
of Sandhurst in October and also retired 

from senior positions such as Chaplain 
to the International Alliance of Catholic 
Knights. Pictured at the IACK Glasgow 

Conference in September 2019.  
PHOTO: IACK.
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Two new deacons ordained

Adi Indra and Denib Josette “DJ” Suguitan were ordained to the diaconate for the Catholic Diocese of 
Sandhurst in late September and early October, respectively. Adi was ordained a Deacon at St Peter’s Basilica 
a week after DJ was ordained to the diaconate at St Augustine’s Church, Makati City, in the Philippines. 

The ordination ceremonies mean that both DJ and Adi have joined the clergy of the Sandhurst Diocese and they 
begin sacramental ministry, continuing their journey towards the priesthood in 2020.

As deacons of the Church, both Adi and DJ will be able to celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism, as well as to preside 
at weddings and funerals. They also have an important ministry in preaching the Word of God and in caring for 
the sick and others in need through various acts of service.

Bishop Leslie Tomlinson ordained DJ a deacon at the ordination ceremony in the Philippines, before travelling on 
to Rome to be present at Adi’s diaconate ordination. 

Adi was ordained by Bishop Robert Deeley, Bishop of the Diocese of Portland in the United States of America. 
Bishop Les celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving to celebrate the occasion of Adi’s ordination to the diaconate at 
Domus Australia in Rome.

After their ordinations to the diaconate, Adi and DJ both served as deacons at the episcopal ordination of Bishop 
Shane Mackinlay at Sacred Heart Cathedral Bendigo. 

Adi Indra (left) and 
DJ Suguitan (right) 
were ordained to the 
transitional diaconate at 
St Peter’s Basilica, Rome 
and St Augustine’s 
Church, Makati City, 
respectively.  
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NEW EDUCATION LEADERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Cathy Jenkins is a self-confessed music lover who enjoys good food and cooking; she is also the newest member 
of the Catholic Education Sandhurst leadership team! 

Cathy brings considerable skills in systemic leadership to the role of Assistant to the Director: Leadership 
Development, which she commenced at the beginning of this term. 

Until recently, Cathy was the head of the Archbishop’s Office for Evangelisation (Archdiocese of Melbourne) 
where she coordinated the work of the Plenary Council; in addition she was recently appointed as a member of 
the writing group for the Missionary and Evangelisation theme, one of six themes emerging from the process.

The eldest of four children, she grew up in the Eastern suburbs of Melbourne, Blackburn to be precise. Cathy 
attended local Catholic Schools of the area before gaining an Arts Degree at Melbourne University, majoring in 
History and English. 

A Diploma of Education followed and she began teaching, initially in the secondary sector and has, over the 
years, worked in both primary and secondary contexts. Over the next decade, she completed a Bachelor of 
Theology at the Melbourne College of Divinity and a Masters of Education in Leadership and Administration at 
Australian Catholic University.

An avid writer, Cathy spent more than 15 years in the religious publishing industry after she began contributing to 
a Catholic magazine for RE teachers, Mosaic. During this time, she contributed significantly to the development 
of religious publishing in Australia. Her achievements include the publication of two collections of prayers by 
Michael Leunig – the well-known Age cartoonist and the revised edition of the Australian Hymn Book. 

During her career, Cathy spent time in the Catholic Education Office in Melbourne and was Deputy Principal of 
Genazzano FCJ College in Kew for almost 13 years, both roles provided great insight into leadership development 
in education. 

As part of her previous role, Cathy Jenkins has taken on the important role in Melbourne of coordinating the 
process for animating the Plenary Council in parishes and schools, the first one held in Australia since 1937. This 
role has required a substantial amount of leadership, organisation skills and integrity…just some of the qualities 
that Cathy has in spades. 

As she settles into the Sandhurst Diocese, Cathy has been familiarising herself with the countryside, travelling 
around the Diocese meeting with principals and staff groups, as she looks to create opportunities for leaders to 
flourish in Catholic Education. However, this is not her first time in the diocese as she has visited several times in 
her role with the plenary Council to speak with principals, parishes and Catholic Education Office staff.

In the coming weeks, months and years Cathy will work towards growing the leadership capacity in Catholic 
Education Sandhurst. 

LEADERSHIP & STRUCTURE
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Vale to a Champion of  
Church and community

Bishop Shane Mackinlay was principal celebrant of a community memorial Mass for Tim Fischer AC at 
Sacred Heart Church, Wodonga on October 23. Tim Fischer was widely regarded as a champion of the 
Church and community. This was held in addition to his State Funeral and a private Mass for family in 

August. Judy Brewer received a number of honours on behalf of her late husband, including from the Aspire 
Cultural and Charitable Foundation, of which Tim was a patron and ambassador, particularly for the foundation’s 
contemporary sculpture of St Mary MacKillop in the grounds of Sacred Heart Cathedral Bendigo.
 
Archbishop Adolfo Tito Yllana, Apostolic Nuncio, presented Judy with the insignia of the Order of St Gregory the 
Great, in which Tim was made a Knight Grand Cross, shortly before his death. The King of Bhutan also sent the 
gift of an ornate Bhutanese table recognising Tim’s friendship and support of inter-religious harmony. 
Concelebrants from the Diocese of Sandhurst included Mgr Frank Marriott, Fr Junjun Amaya, Fr Shibu 
Pezhumthottathil, Fr Junray Rayna, Fr Vin Walsh, and Fr Dennis Crameri. 
Sons Dominic and Harrison Fischer read from the scriptures, with Fr Junjun Amaya proclaiming the Gospel 
reading. Mgr Frank Marriott gave the homily, speaking about Tim’s faith, constant reading of the scriptures and 
passionate interest in the welfare of religious orders, the priesthood, and the Church’s role in the world. 

Mgr Marriott provided pastoral care for Tim in his final days. The Mgr noting Tim’s profound faith and that Tim 
passed away holding a cherished bible and was buried in Yackandandah with his Mary MacKillop cross. Mgr 
Marriott pointed out Tim’s close support for Bishop Joe Grech, for pilgrimage groups during the canonisation of 
St Mary MacKillop and for grassroots Catholics visiting Rome, during his appointment as Australia’s first resident 
Ambassador to the Holy See. Mgr Marriott asked people to pray for Tim, “This great Australian, this faith-filled 
man, this husband extraordinaire, and as Harrison said to me, ‘this good father’.”

Drawing on the agricultural imagery of the Gospel reading in John 12:23-26, Mgr Marriott spoke about Tim’s 
character and Christian approach to life: “He won the respect of all. Like his master he rode above the slights and 
insults, and in a sense, people have said that no one spoke like he did nor acted with respect and interest to all, as 
he did. Some might say that Tim’s grain of wheat had a very difficult beginning but his grain came to full head. 
Despite the many drought times he passed through, he indeed produced a bountiful harvest.”
Cathy McGowan, a relative and former member for Indi, led the prayers of the faithful for their families, for 
Vietnam Veterans, for Pope Francis and Bishop Shane Mackinlay, for medical professionals, and for the entire 
country.

LEADERSHIP & STRUCTURE
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FINANCIALS

Financial year in review for year ended June 30, 2019

Diocesan Development Fund

Interest Expense - ($2.1M)
90%

Employment Costs -
($0.1M)

5%

Contracted Services - ($0.1M)
3%Other Operating Expenses -

($0.04M)
2%

EXPENSES

Interest from 
Investments - ($2.9M)

50%

Interest from Loans - ($3M)
50%

INCOME
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FINANCIALS

Financial year in review for year ended December 31, 2019

Catholic Education Sandhurst

Government Grants - ($9.3M)
58%

Levies from Schools - ($5.8M)
36%

Interest Income - ($0.1M)
1%

Other Income - ($0.8M)
5%

INCOME

Employment Costs - ($9.5M)
61%

Operational Expenses - ($4.1M)
27%

Depreciation & Amortisation - ($0.4M)
2%

Levies Paid - ($0.4M)
3%

Distributions to Schools for Capital Works - ($1M)
7%

EXPENSES
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FINANCIALS

Employment Costs - ($9.5M)
61%

Operational Expenses - ($4.1M)
27%

Depreciation & Amortisation - ($0.4M)
2%

Levies Paid - ($0.4M)
3%

Distributions to Schools for Capital Works - ($1M)
7%

EXPENSES

CatholicCare Sandhurst

Financial information for year ended June 30, 2019

Government Grants - ($7.2M)
100%

Other Income - ($0M)
0%

INCOME

Employment Costs - ($3.8M)
54%

Program Expenses - ($1.6M)
23%

Property Costs - ($0.6M)
8%

Staff Support Costs - ($0.3M)
4%

Other Operating Expenses -
($0.8M)

11%

EXPENSES
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FINANCIALS

Catholic Diocese of Sandhurst

Financial year in review for year ended June 30, 2019

Interest & Investment 
Income - ($4.8M)

68%

Levies - ($0.2M)
3%

Rental Income - ($0.7M)
10%

Other Income - ($1.1M)
16%

Donations - ($0.2M)
3%

INCOME

Employment Costs - ($1.7M)
40%

Insurances - ($0.3M)
6%

Other Operating Expenses - ($1.9M)
46%

Repairs & Minor Capital -
($0.1M)

Contracted Services - ($0.2M)
6%

EXPENSES
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