This booklet will help you to prepare the prayers and petitions for the funeral.

A prayer of the faithful should have an opening prayer made by the Celebrant, then six (approximately) Petitions which have different themes.

The prayer then concludes with the final prayer by the Priest.

THEMES:

  The themes for Petitions can be varies but the following pages give you some ideas.

    1.

The Church and its Leaders.

2.
The recently deceased.

3.
The bereaved family.

4.
Those present today.

5.
The carers.

6.
Deceased family members and friends.
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EXAMPLES of the CONCLUDING PRAYER  (by the Priest)

1.
      Lord God,  in the resurrection of your Son,

You have shown us that life is stronger than death.

Support us as we travel towards You on our 

pilgrim journey and bring us one day to the 

fullness of life.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Response:
Amen.

      God our shelter and strength,



      you listen in love to the cry of your people;

              hear the prayers we offer for our departed 

              brother/sister 



  and grant 


      him/her the fullness of redemption.


      We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Response:
Amen.

     Loving God, you listen in love to the cry of your  

             people,

             hear the prayers we offer for 


, look on 

     her/him with Your Infinite Love and bring her/him 

     to the fullness of life.
             We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Response:
Amen.
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RESPONSE OPTIONS:

Each petition finishes with a response for the congregation.

The following gives ideas for three possible responses.

Reader:
      Lord Hear Us

       Response:    Lord hear our prayer

B)   Reader:
      We pray to the Lord

       Response:    Risen God, hear our prayer

 
             [or the A) Response ]

C)  Reader:
      Lord in Your Mercy

          Response:     Hear our prayer

The following pages are a sample of what the Prayer of the Faithful should look like when you are finished 
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PETITIONS:

THEME:

    For the Church and its Leaders.
1.
That the Bishops and Priests of the Church and 
all who spread the Good News, may they be 
given the strength to express in action the word 
they proclaim.

We pray for all those who exercise Ministry in 
the Church that they will be guided and inspired 
by the Gospel message.


We pray for the Pope and Church Leaders; may 
they be open to the signs of the times to exercise 
a ministry of humble service to God’s people.

4.
We pray for the Church Leaders, the Pope and 
our Bishops.  May the Holy Spirit sustain them 
in their challenge to the values of  our world in 
preaching the Gospel of life and hope of the 
Resurrection.


We pray for the Church and its teaching on life 
and life eternal.  May this be seen as a 


continuation of the Promise of Jesus that He 
will give life to the full in the Kingdom of His 


Father.
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EXAMPLES of the OPENING PRAYER  

(by the Priest)

1.

Dear friends, let us turn to the lord,

 the God of hope and consolation,

 who calls us to the everlasting glory in Christ   

 Jesus.

2.
My dear friends,


let us join with one another in praying to God,


not only for our departed brother/sister ___________,


but also for the Church, for peace in the world and ourselves.

3.
My brothers and sisters,


Jesus Christ is risen from the dead


and sits at the right hand of the Father,


where He intercedes for us.


Confident that God hears the voice 


of those who trust in Jesus, we join our prayers to His.
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4.


My dear friends,

       
as we thank God for the gift of 


’s 
life, and for the dedication and love he/she has 
shown to all those whose lives he/she has touched, 
we turn to our loving God and place our needs 


before you.

5.    

Let us come to our loving Father,




asking Him to give eternal rest to the departed




and comfort and hope to the living.

6.    

We live in awareness of our fragile hold on life,




in awareness that the Lord can call us home at any 


time, in this knowledge we pray.
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      God of our salvation,


       you reward the just and console those who mourn.

               Hear our prayers in the name of your risen Son,


       who lives and reigns for ever and ever.


        We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Response:
Amen.

      O God, Creator and Redeemer of all faithful,


       grant to the souls of your departed servants

               release from all their sins.

              Hear our prayers for those we love


      and give them the pardon they have always desired.

              We ask this Christ our Lord.

Response:
Amen.
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PETITIONS:

THEME:

    For the bereaved family
1.
Lord, help us to accept ___________’s death 
and find comfort in knowing she/he is at peace 
in Your care

Lord, we pray for the family and friends of





that they may be comforted in 
their grief.

We ask you Lord to give comfort and love to 
her/his children, grandchildren and all her/his 
family and friends gathered here.


May Your strength and courage be with them, 
now and always.


We ask You to watch over the family and friends


who loved 


 and give them the 
strength to continue to live by his/her example 
with love and kindness he/she gave to the 


family.
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PETITIONS:

THEME:

    For the recently deceased.

Lord, You raised the dead to life;


welcome our brother/sister 






into Your Eternal Kingdom.

Today we entrust  



 into Your loving care.  


We thank You for the gift of  her/his life and 
her/his love for us all.  Welcome her/him now 
into Your heavenly home where he /she will 
know peace and happiness forever.


We pray for 


   ,


who was so dearly loved by her/his family and  
many friends.  


Dear God You loved and supported her/him in 
life, and in faith we 
believe she/he has entered 
into her/his eternal life with You.





 enjoyed the sacramental life of Your 
Church; 
he/she was nourished with Your Body 
and Blood.  Grant him/her now a place at Your 
table in Your Heavenly Kingdom.
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PETITIONS:

THEME:

    For the recently deceased (cont’)

5.
We give thanks for the years we had 

   


with us.  Look after him/her Lord, now he/she 
is in your care and give him/her peace for ever.

6.
For 



 who has been taken from 
us this sudden way:


that the Lord will remember the good he/she has 
done and forgive any sins he/she may have 


committed.
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PETITIONS:

THEME:

    For the bereaved family (cont’)
5.
We pray for 


‘s family: for 










and all their 


families.  Give them strength and peace during 
this time.


Lord, we remember 


 for his/her 
cheek, his/her fun, his/her love of life and his/
her pocket of lollies for his/her grandchildren.


Bless his/her family with the same joyous gifts 
you gave to him/her.

We pray for 



 and 


;


that they may be comforted in their grief by the 
Lord who wept at the death of Lazarus.


We pray for the family that they will receive 
courage, strength and comfort from having 
shared 


‘s life and faith.
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PETITIONS:

THEME:

    For the bereaved family (cont’)

We give thanks for all the life enriching and 


loving qualities that made 


 such a 
wonderful gift to all who knew and loved 


him/her.  Sharpen our awareness of how we can 
reach out to others like he/she did.


We pray for the family 


 loved so 
dearly, especially: 



.  May they 
be strengthened by Your presence in their 


sorrow.


Lord, we pray for the family and friends that 



 


 loved so dearly especially:









.


May they be strengthened in their sorrow by 


his/her courage and example and know that their 
part in 


‘s life has been cherished.
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PETITIONS:

THEME:

    For those present

For all of us assembled here today to worship in 
faith, that we may all one day be gathered in 
God’s Eternal Kingdom.


Lord, we pray that 



‘s immense 
strength and courage help all that knew her/him 
to draw inspiration and not take for granted the 
simple pleasures of life.





 will always be with us and she/he 
will always have a special place in our hearts.  
May we follow in her/his footsteps so each can 
become a 
wonderful person just as she/he was.

4.
Lord, we pray that all who had the privilege of 
knowing 




 will be inspired 
by his/her unfailing faith and integrity and may 
come to a greater understanding of their own 
faith.

5.





‘s nature was all forgiving 
and 
he/she taught us to respect a person for 
who 
they were. Help us to appreciate those 
around us.
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PETITIONS:

THEME:

    For those present (cont’)

Lord, we pray for all assembled here today to 
give thanks for the life of 


, and 
may we be gathered together again in God’s 
Kingdom.


Lord, 


 reached out to others in 
their times of need, touching many lives.  May 
his/her strength, courage and spirit of 


compassion live on in all of us gathered here 


today.


Lord, we pray that all who had the privilege of 
knowing 



will be inspired by 


her/his faith in - and love - of people; her/his 
kindness and her/his generosity.  May their own 
faith in God and human nature be strengthened 
by her/his example.





 took the time to visit those who were 
sick and showed great compassion for their 


welfare.  Help us to find compassion for others.

- 14 -
PETITIONS:

THEME:

    For the carers
1.
We pray for all those who have cared for 




 ; especially 


, District 
Nurses, Doctors and Nurses at the hospital; may 
their devotion and care be justly rewarded.


We acknowledge the medical and nursing staff 
of the 




 who cared for


 


 and we all ask you Lord to 


continue to guide them in their work.


Lord, we ask your blessing for the carers and 
nurses at 



 who looked after 





.  We thank them for their 
gentle and tender care.

4.
We pray for the doctors, nurses and staff who 
cared for 





.
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PETITIONS:

THEME:

    For the carers (cont’)
5.
We pray for all those who cared for 



during his/her illness.  May their devotion to 






‘s care be rewarded through your 
loving ways.



Lord, we ask You bless the doctors and staff for 
the care of  


 during her/his time in 
hospital.

7.
We pray for all those who cared for 

  


during these past 

 months, especially


for the loving holistic care of the  


.

8.
We pray for the Lord’s blessing on Fr. 




and Sr. 


 In thanksgiving for their 
spiritual guidance over many visits to 

.
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PETITIONS:

THEME:

    For deceased family members and friends

For our deceased relatives and friends and for 
all who have helped us, that they may have the 
reward of their goodness.


For all our deceased relatives and friends; that 
they may have received the reward of eternal 
life.


Lord, we pray for the members of our family 
whom we have already entrusted to your eternal 
love.


We thank God that 


 and 


 


have been reunited in Heaven after 

 
years together here on earth.
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PETITIONS:

THEME:

    For deceased family members and friends (cont’)

We pray for all deceased family and friends, 


especially 



.  May they be 


re-united with 


 in God’s kingdom.


Lord, we pray for all who have died in the hope 
of rising again. Grant them eternal peace and 
welcome them into the light of your presence.


At this time we remember the deceased 


members of the family: 






and all of our deceased relatives and friends.  
We pray in faith that they may all be united in 
Your Eternal Love
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

(Sample only)
Priest:
My dear friends, let us join with one another in

 
praying to God, not only for our departed 


brother / sister 



 but also for the Church, for peace in the world and for ourselves.


That the Bishops and Priests of the Church and all 
who spread the Good News, may be given the strength    


to express in action the word they proclaim.


Lord hear us.


That those in public office may promote justice and 
peace throughout the world, especially in 
             
.


Lord hear us.


Lord, you raised the dead to life; welcome our 



brother/sister 

     ; that they may comforted in 
their grief by the Lord who wept at the death of 


Lazarus.


Lord hear us.


We pray for the family 


 and all the 
friends of our brother / sister 


 ; that they 
may be comforted in their grief by the Lord who wept 
at the death of Lazarus.


Lord hear us.
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5.

For all our deceased relatives and friends, that 
they may have received the reward of eternal 
life.



Lord hear us.

6.

For all of us assembled here today to worship in 
faith, that  we may all one day be gathered in 
God’s eternal kingdom.



Lord hear us.

Priest:
God, our shelter and our strength, you listen in 

love to the cry of your people; hear the prayers 

we offer for our departed brother / sister 






 and grant him / her the fullness 

of redemption.



We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen.

- 20 -
