Sandhurst Diocese:

‘Journey of Christ’ to the Holy Land
with optional extension to Petra, Jordan

Escorted by
Fr Novelito Lim

18th SEPTEMBER – 2nd / 4th OCTOBER 2019

Parish Priest , Kerang
Pilgrimage Chaplain

Walk in the footsteps of Jesus, his ancestors, his family and first disciples.
Listen to the Gospel stories in the ancient landscape where they first
took shape. Set sail as Jesus did on the waters of Galilee under the
warmth of a Mediterranean sun. Follow Jesus’ last journey to Jerusalem,
to Gethsemane and the place of death and Resurrection. Experience
time to pray, to reflect and gain new insights for your own journey of life
and faith. Here is the journey of a lifetime!

Ms Kerrie Hill

Religious Education Leader &
Classroom Teacher
St Joseph’s School Chiltern

TOTAL ESTIMATED PACKAGE PRICE TO ISRAEL:

AUD$6,790*

per person (twin share)

OPTIONAL PETRA
EXTENSION: AUD$990** per person (twin share)
* Price is based on minimum of 25 paying participants. Subject to change. Conditions apply
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AUD$1,775

OPTIONAL SINGLE ROOM
SUPPLEMENT FOR ISRAEL:
OPTIONAL SINGLE ROOM AUD$375
SUPPLEMENT FOR PETRA:

** Price is based on minimum of 15 paying participants. Subject to change. Conditions apply

Adult Faith Education Sandhurst
The Sandhurst Diocese Catholic Education Office

OLIVE TREE TRAVEL

WHO TO CONTACT:
Sandhurst Diocese Pilgrimage
T: +61 3 5441 2544
(Request ‘Sandhurst Pilgrimage’)
pilgrimage@ceosand.catholic.edu.au

Olive Tree Travel

Suite 1, Level 1
230 Balaclava Road, North Caulfield VIC 3161
T: +61 3 8488 9696 or 1300 55 08 30
info@olivetreetravel.com.au
www.olivetreetravel.com.au

DAY 1: WEDNESDAY 18th SEPTEMBER		
DEPART AUSTRALIA

Flevit where Jesus wept over the city of Jerusalem. Then onto the Garden of
Gethsemane with its ancient olive trees and the Church of All Nations. We proceed to the Tomb of the Kings on Mount Zion and visit the tomb of David, and
Depart Melbourne this evening.
the Church of St Peter in Gallicantu, where we will commemorate Peter’s denial
DAY 2: THURSDAY 19th SEPTEMBER		
of Jesus after His arrest. We visit the Upper Room and the Church of the DormiARRIVE AMMAN, ALLENBY, TIBERIAS
tion. Drive to Bethlehem and visit the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem built
Upon arrival into Amman today, we will be met and assisted through immigra- over the stable cave of Jesus’ birth. Then to the Shepherds’ Fields stopping at
tion by our tour guide and driver. Brief lunch stop and then proceed to Allenby the Church there with its blackened cave where Shepherds’ watched over their
Bridge border crossing point to Israel. After border formalities, we arrive into flocks. Return to our Jerusalem hotel for dinner and overnight (BD)
Israel. Transfer to Tiberias. Dinner and overnight Tiberias (LD)
Mass: Gethsemane

DAY 3: FRIDAY 20th SEPTEMBER		
SEPHORIS, NAZARETH, NAZARETH VILLAGE

We set out this morning to visit Sephoris, which used to be a major town at the
time of Jesus. We then stop at Nazareth to see the Church of the Annunciation,
the Synagogue Church and Mary’s Well. We also visit Nazareth Village, a reconstructed site, capturing life in 1st Century Nazareth. Before returning to our
accommodation at the Sea of Galilee for dinner and overnight (BLD)
Mass: Basilica of the Annunciation

DAY 4: SATURDAY 21st SEPTEMBER		
MAGDALA, MT. TABOR, CANA

In the morning, we will visit the remains of the fishing village of Magdala (Aramaic for “elegant”). During the time of Jesus it was a thriving place that exported dried fish and garum (a fish sauce reduction popular in Roman cooking). Excavations done by the Franciscans in the 1970s revealed the residential area of
the village and the docks where the fishing boats would unload the fish caught
in the Sea of Galilee. It is also assumed that Mary Magdalen was born here.
Continue to travel and ascend the narrow road leading to the majestic summit
of Mt Tabor where Our Lord’s divinity shone forth in the Transfiguration (Mt
17:1-2). After a memorable Mass in this breathtaking setting we will better understand Peter’s words ‘Lord it is good for us to be here’. We end our day at the
village of Cana where Jesus performed his first miracle transforming the water
into wine at the wedding feast (Jn 2:1-11). Here, married couples will have an
opportunity to renew their wedding vows, and single and widowed pilgrims
will receive a special blessing. Sea of Galilee overnight (BD)
Mass: Mt. Tabor

DAY 5: SUNDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER		
SEA OF GALILEE

After breakfast, enjoy a morning boat ride across the Sea of Galilee with time
to celebrate Mass on the Galilee. We then visit the ancient fishing boat dating from the 1st Century that was found in the seabed at Nof Ginosar Kibbutz.
From there we continue onto Capernaum to see the Synagogue and Peter’s
house, center of Jesus preaching ministry. See the Church of Tabgha with its famous mosaic of the Loaves and Fishes and the Church of Primacy where Jesus
said to Peter “Thou art the rock”. Enjoy a special ‘St Peter’s fish’ lunch. Return for
dinner and overnight at our hotel in the Galilee. (BLD)
Mass: On Boat Ride

DAY 6: MONDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER		
MT BEATITUDES, CAESAREA PHILIPPI

DAY 10: FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER		
JERICHO, BAPTISMAL SITE, QUMRAN, BETHANY

Today we visit Jericho and the baptismal site at Qasr El Yahud. In the afternoon
we drive to visit Qumran, where the Dead Sea scrolls were found. Enjoy an opportunity to “float” (swim) in the salty waters of the Dead Sea, the lowest place
on earth! On our way back to Jerusalem, if time permits, we will visit Bethany,
the home of Martha, Mary and Lazarus. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem (BD)
Mass: Jericho

DAY 11: SATURDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER		
JERUSALEM OLD CITY

This morning we start early to enter the Old City through St Stephen’s Gate and
walk along the Via Dolorosa ending up at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.
Mass is at the Holy Sepulcher. After breakfast at our hotel we return to the Old
City of Jerusalem to visit St. Anne’s Church, the home of the Virgin Mary and
her parents Saints Joachim and Anne. We pass the Ecce Homo where Pilate
proclaimed “Behold the man”; then visit the Flagellation and Condemnation
Chapels. End the day at the Wailing Wall, the most holy place for Jews. Nearby
we view the Dome of the Rock and the Haram al Sharif or Temple Mount. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem. (BD) Mass: Holy Sepulchre

DAY 12: SUNDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 		
EIN KAREM, YAD VASHEM, ISRAEL MUSEUM

Today we visit the village of Ein Karem. See the Church of Visitation. Continue
to the Holocaust Memorial Museum, Yad Vashem. End our touring today at the
Shrine of the Book at the Israel Museum, where the Dead Sea Scrolls are kept.
We will also visit the Model of Jerusalem at the time of Jesus and the Second
Temple. Return to our hotel in Jerusalem for dinner and overnight (BD)
Mass: Ein Karem

DAY 13: MONDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER		
DAY OF REST & REFLECTION & EXPLORATION IN JERUSALEM

We conclude our experience in the Holy Land with a celebration of Mass and
a farewell dinner together this evening. We’ll finish with a sound & light spectacular at the Tower of David near the Jaffa Gate before returning to our hotel
Overnight in Jerusalem (BD) Mass: Notre Dame Centre

DAY 14: TUESDAY 01st OCTOBER		
ALLENBY, MT NEBO, MADABA , AMMAN AIRPORT

Today we check out of our hotel and transfer to Allenby Bridge to cross back to
Jordan early this morning. Drive to Mt Nebo, where Moses first saw the PromOur day begins with Mass at the Mount of Beatitudes and a visit to the beauti- ised Land across the Jordan Valley. Continue to the mainly Christian town of
ful church where the Sermon on the Mount is remembered. Head up the Golan Madaba to see the famous mosaic map of the world with Jerusalem at its cenHeights to the Springs of Banias, also known as Caesarea Philippi where Peter ter. After lunch, those not doing the Petra extension will continue to Amman
said “You are the Christ”. Dinner and overnight at our hotel in the Galilee (BD) Airport for our departure flight. (BL)
Mass: Mt. Beatitudes
(Actual sightseeing in Jordan depends on the time it takes to cross the border)

DAY 7: TUESDAY 24th SEPTEMBER 		
DAY OF REST, REFLECTION & EXPLORATION

Today will be a day free for rest and reflection. Sea of Galilee overnight (BD)

DAY 8: WEDNESDAY 25th SEPTEMBER 		
MT CARMEL, CAESAREA, ASCENT TO JERUSALEM

This morning after breakfast we drive to Haifa stopping at Muhraqa overlooking the beautiful Jezreel Valley.
Visit Mt Carmel and enjoy a wonderful view across the Mediterranean Sea, River Kishon and Haifa Harbor and see the cave where Elijah took refuge in his
contest with the prophets of Baal. Time for Mass. In Haifa, we will also have a
view of the Magnificent Bahai Gardens. Take the coastal highway to Caesarea
once capital of the Roman province. There we will see the Roman and Crusader
remains and the harbour from which St. Paul was taken prisoner to Rome. Drive
to Jerusalem for dinner and overnight. (BD)
Mass: Stella Maris

DAY 15: WEDNESDAY 02ND OCTOBER
ARRIVE AUSTRALIA

Arrive back to Melbourne today with wonderful memories of a meaningful and
enjoyable pilgrimage!

OPTIONAL PETRA EXTENSION
1ST – 4TH OCTOBER 2019
DAY 15: TUESDAY 1ST OCTOBER
ALLENBY, MT NEBO, MADABA, PETRA

For the Petra Extension, we transfer to Allenby Bridge to cross into Jordan.
Drive to Mt Nebo, where Moses first saw the Promised Land across the Jordan
Valley. Continue to the mainly Christian town of Madaba to see the famous mosaic map of the world with Jerusalem at its center. After lunch, we bid farewell
DAY 9: THURSDAY 26th SEPTEMBER		
MT OLIVES, MT ZION, BETHLEHEM, SHEPHERD’S FIELD
to those not doing the extension. We then transfer down to Petra to our hotel
This morning we drive to the Mount of Olives for a wonderful view of Jerusa- for dinner and overnight. (BLD)
lem. Visit the Place of Ascension and the Pater Noster Church, and Dominus

DAY 16: WEDNESDAY 2ND OCTOBER
PETRA

Today we visit Petra, called the “eighth wonder of the world.” This entire city
of rose-colored temples and amphitheaters are carved from the multi-hued
rock cliffs which surround its hidden valley. From this city came the family of
Herod the Great who slaughtered the infants of Bethlehem. You enter the city
through a narrow passage, surrounded by colorful and beautiful 300 ft cliffs,
and at the end of the Siq, you will see the impressive Treasury, hewn out of the
solid rock from the side of the mountain, and it is about 140 feet high and 90
feet wide. See the Amphitheatre, city center, and the Monastery. Dinner and
overnight is in Petra. (BD)

DAY 17: THURSDAY 3RD OCTOBER
AMMAN CITY TOUR, DEPARTURE

Check out this morning and transfer to Amman for a brief City Tour before we
transfer to Amman Airport for our departure flight.

DAY 18: FRIDAY 4TH OCTOBER		
ARRIVE AUSTRALIA

Arrive back to Melbourne today with wonderful memories of a meaningful and
enjoyable pilgrimage!
*Above itinerary is subject to variation

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................
PROPOSED HOTELS TO BE USED (or similar):
Tiberias:		 Sea of Galilee Hotel
Jerusalem: Olive Tree Hotel

Optional Extension:

Petra: 		 Marriot Hotel		

6 nights
6 nights
2 nights

PRICE INCLUDES FOR ISRAEL:

Return economy class airfares from Melbourne - Dubai - Amman
			 with Emirates
• 12 nights’ hotel accommodation including daily buffet breakfasts
			 & dinners throughout. All meals at hotels unless otherwise
			specified.
• 1 Farewell dinner at a local restaurant
• 2 Lunches in Jordan and 2 lunches in Israel
• Comprehensive sightseeing tours as outlined in the itinerary with
			 the services of local professional English speaking guide through
			 out the tour
• Airport meet and assistance and transfers and transportation
			 throughout in a luxury air-conditioned coach
• Entrance fees to museums and all sights as mentioned in the
			itinerary
• Border crossing fees and Jordanian Visas for those that arrive and
			 depart in the group.
• Tips, gratuities and porterage throughout
• Airport & departure taxes
• Whisperer Headsets
•

PRICE INCLUDES FOR JORDAN:

2 nights’ hotel accommodation including daily buffet breakfasts &
			 dinners throughout. All meals at hotels unless otherwise
			specified.
• Comprehensive sightseeing tours as outlined in the itinerary with
			 the services of local professional English speaking guide through
			 out the tour
• Airport meet and assistance and transfers and transportation 		
			 throughout in a luxury air-conditioned coach
• Entrance fees to museums and all sights as mentioned in the
			itinerary
• Border crossing fees and Jordanian Visas.
• Tips, gratuities and porterage throughout
•

PRICE EXCLUDES:

Beverages with meals
Lunches
Entrance/sightseeing/meals other than those in the itinerary
Single supplement
Travel insurance
Incidental expenses of a personal nature such as phone calls,
			 laundry, room service etc.
• Any services not listed in ‘Price Includes’ above
•
•
•
•
•
•

WHAT TO DO NEXT:

1.		 Register your interest and obtain a booking form from
			 the Sandhurst Diocese or the team at Olive Tree Travel
2.		 To secure your place, a deposit of $350 per person is
			 required by 30th January 2019 (unless sold out prior).
3.		 Full payment is required by 16th July 2019

WHO TO CONTACT:
Sandhurst Diocese Pilgrimage
T: +61 3 5441 2544
(Request ‘Sandhurst Pilgrimage’)
pilgrimage@ceosand.catholic.edu.au

Olive Tree Travel
Katrina Maggs

Suite 1, Level 1
230 Balaclava Road, North Caulfield VIC 3161
T: +61 3 8488 9696 or 1300 55 08 30
info@olivetreetravel.com.au
www.olivetreetravel.com.au

Proud Member of the
International Institute for
Peace through Tourism

