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Preparing for the Celebration
Arrangements:

Lectionary open at readings, placed on lectern


Microphones in position and turned on

Altar stripped of cloths and candles


Candles near tabernacle

Tabernacle key on credence table or near tabernacle


Fingerbowl with water for communion ministers

If more than one ciborium is to be used, hosts are to be divided before celebration

People:
Leader/s of prayer


Lector/s of the Word

Music ministry


Extra-ordinary minister/s of Holy Communion

Collectors

· Altar servers and presenters of gifts are not required for this celebration
· All ministers are seated in the Assembly and move to ministry when necessary

· Sanctuary use is to be kept to a minimum

· If 2 leaders of prayer are present divide the prayers between the 2 leaders.

Structure of the Rite

Introductory Rite:
Gathering Hymn

Greeting and Welcome

Penitential Act
Opening Prayer

Liturgy of the Word:
First Reading

Responsorial Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel Acclamation
Gospel
Reflection

Profession of faith

General Intercessions

Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving:
Communion Rite:
Lord’s Prayer

Sign of Peace

Admonition to Unity

Invitation to Communion

Communion

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rite:
Brief Announcements
Collection

Blessing and Dismissal

Concluding Hymn
Introductory Rite
Gathering Hymn:
There is no Entrance Procession.  Leader/s move to the front during hymn

Leader:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 


Holy Spirit

All:

Amen

Greeting:
Leader:
May our lives be a hymn of praise, O God!



May your glory shine forth forever in us.



Blessed be God for ever.

All:

Blessed be God forever

Welcome:
Leader:
We gather here today as the Catholic Community of …........... (Parish) to hear the Word, 

receive Communion and offer praise to God.  

As we gather in the absence of our priest, 

we are assured of our inclusion in his prayers and the prayers of the wider community.  

We look forward the time when we will once again celebrate the Eucharist, as Christ commanded us to do in his memory.

As we begin our praise of God, let us not forget that we have sinned against the Lord, and against one another.

           Pause for silent reflection

Penitential Act:

Leader:
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 

Lord, have mercy. 

All:

Lord, have mercy. 

Leader:
You came to call sinners: 

Christ, have mercy. 

All:

Christ, have mercy. 

Leader:
You are seated at the right hand of the Father to intercede for us: 

Lord, have mercy. 

All:

Lord, have mercy.. 

Opening prayer:

The Opening prayer from the Roman Missal may be used if it does

not mention Eucharist.  If the Roman Prayer is not suitable the following may be used
Leader:
Let us pray that 


God will make us more like Christ, his Son.

                 Pause


Father, 


keep before us the wisdom and love 

you revealed in your Son.  

Help us to be like him in word and deed, 


for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 


one God, forever and ever.
All:
Amen

Leader:
Let us now listen to the Word of God

Leader/s returns to the Assembly

Liturgy of the Word

The readings are to be taken from the Lectionary for the Sunday, Solemnity or Feast appropriate to the day.

A Procession of the Lectionary is most appropriate here, in order to raise the importance of the Word at celebration without Eucharist.  The procession may be accompanied by candles and singing.

FIRST READING

Reader:
The Word of the Lord

All:
Thanks be to God

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

SECOND READING

Reader:
The Word of the Lord
All:
Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

Leader:
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to ….

Leader:
The Gospel of the Lord
All:
Thanks be to God

REFLECTION

If catechumen are present to be dismissed they will leave at this point
Leader:
I call forward the Catechumen and their companions.


This community now sends you forth to reflect more deeply upon the Word of God which you have shared with us this day.  

Be assured of our loving support and prayers for you.  We look forward to the day when you will share fully in the Lord’s table.


Go in the peace of Christ.  

Blessed be God forever

All:
Blessed be God forever

Profession of Faith:
Leader:
Let us all stand and profess our shared faith:

All:

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of Intercession:
The prayers are taken from a suitable book or resource, or written locally.  If there are no other options the following may be used with local or current intentions added.

Someone not the leader should read the intercessions.

Leader:
Through the Gospel, Christ speaks to us with words of eternal authority and deeds of healing power.  Through him let us pray with confidence:

Reader:
We pray for the Pope, for our Bishop …… and all our priests.  May they continue to proclaim the good news of the risen Christ.  Lord hear us.

Reader:
We pray for the leaders of our nations.  May they respect human rights and avoid repression and torture.


Lord hear us

Reader:
We pray for vocations to the priesthood, so that every parish may have access to the Eucharist.  May we support those sent into the fields of religious life.

Lord hear us

Reader:
We pray for those who are poor, sick or suffering in any way.  May they be strengthened and consoled by the actions and prayers of Christians.

Lord hear us

Reader:
We pray for those who have died recently, including ……, and those who anniversaries occur around this time including ……. May they enter fully into the Kingdom prepared for them before the foundation of the world.  And may we support those left behind to grieve.


Lord hear us

Leader:
Father all powerful, we place before you our needs, and pray confidently for your help and mercy, through Christ our Lord.

All:
Amen

Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving
Leader:
We thank you, our Father, 

for the life and knowledge which you have revealed through Jesus your Son.  

Glory to God forever.

All:
Glory to God forever

Leader:
As grain, once scattered over the hills, 

and then brought together makes one loaf, 

so let your Church be brought together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.  

Glory to God forever.

All:
Glory to God forever

Leader:
Lord you created everything for the sake of your name, 

and have given us nourishment to enjoy, 

that we may thank you.  

You have also given us spiritual food and eternal life through Jesus your Son.   

Above all we thank you for you are mighty God and Prince of peace.  

Glory to God forever.

All:
Glory to God forever

Leader:
Remember Lord your Church, 

save it from evil and make it perfect by your love.  Make it holy, 

and gather it together from the four winds into your kingdom which you have made ready for it.  

Glory to God forever.

All:
Glory to God forever

Leader:
At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 

All:
Our Father, 

who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 


thy kingdom come; 


thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.


Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Leader:
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, by the help of your mercy, 

we may be always free from sin 

and safe from all distress, 

as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

All:

For the kingdom, 

the power and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Leader:
In the name of Christ, let us offer each other a sign of peace.

Communion minister/s come forward

Admonition of Unity:
Leader:
We are now invited to share in Holy Communion in the body of the Lord.


We are part of a universal Church; 

all across the world on this day of the Lord, 

Christ’s saving Passover is recalled and made present.  

We are in union with the whole Church.  

We yearn for the day when we might celebrate Eucharist together.  

Let us be one in mind and heart in prayer and service, now and always.  Blessed be God forever.

All:
Blessed be God forever.

Leader/s return to the assembly

Reception of Holy Communion:
The minister/s of Communion bring the ciborium/a to the front of the Assembly, where one, taking the host raises it for all to see, saying aloud:

Minister: 
Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

All:

Lord, I am not worthy 

that you should enter under my roof, 

but only say the word 

and my soul shall be healed. 

After the assembly has received communion, the ministers give each other holy communion

Communion Song:
A hymn may be sung during communion, but care should be taken that as there is no consecrated wine that verses which emphasis the cup are omitted if possible.

Silent prayer or song after Communion:
Some silent time may be taken after communion, or a suitable hymn of praise may be sung.  The ministers and leaders remain within the Assembly for this.

Prayer after Communion:
Minister:
Let us pray:
              Pause


Lord God, you have called us into unity, 

for there is but one Lord, one faith, and one baptism.  


As we who share this sacred food are made one in Christ may we be free from all discord, 

and serve you with undivided hearts, through Christ our Lord.
All:
Amen

Minister/s of Communion return to Assembly

Concluding Rite

Collection of Monetary Offerings:
Leader:
Please be seated as we take up the collection which is part of our contribution to the life and work of the Church.

This is the appropriate time for brief parish announcements
Rite of Sending out of Communion Ministers from this Assembly:
Leader collects pyxes 

Leader:
God has prepared a banquet of love for the people.  As you minister the Bread of Life to our housebound sisters and brothers, 

share with them the Word of God and the prayers of this community.  

Share also with them in giving glory to God, from whom every blessing comes.  

Blessed be God forever.

All:
Blessed be God forever

Blessing:
The Leader and all make the sign of the cross together:

Leader:
May almighty God bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to life everlasting.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, of and of the Holy Spirit

All:
Amen

Dismissal:
Leader:
Let us go in peace, glorifying the Lord by our lives
All:
Thanks be to God

Concluding Hymn:
The concluding hymn now begins.  The leader bows to the table and returns to the Assembly.
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