Prayer for a Funeral Vigil

Leader:
We begin, as people gathered in common sadness, 



but with faith and hope in the resurrection to new life.


In the name of the Father, † and of the Son, 


and of the Holy Spirit

All:

Amen


May the God of hope give us the fullness of peace, 


and may the Lord of life be with us always.

All:

Blessed be God forever

Invitation to Prayer

Leader:
Friends in Christ, 


we believe that all ties of  friendship and affection 



which knit us as one throughout our lives 


do not unravel with death.



Confident that God always remembers the good 


we have done and forgives our sins, 


let us pray, asking God to gather our sister to himself.


Pause.

Opening Prayer

Leader:
Lord our God, 


the death of our sister 


recalls our human condition 


and the brevity of our lives on earth.  


But for those who believe in your love 


death does not end, 


nor destroy the bonds 


that you forge in our lives.


We share the faith of your Son’s disciples 


and the hope of the children of God.



Bring the light of Christ’s resurrection 


to this time of testing and pain 


as we pray for our sister and for all those who loved her,



through Christ our Lord.

All:

Amen

Liturgy of the Word

1st Reading

A reading for the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians (5:1, 6-8)

We know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent should be destroyed, we have a building from God, a dwelling not made of hands, eternal in heaven.

So we are always courageous, although we know that while we are home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight.  Yet we are home to the Lord.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm

Do not be a afraid I am with you; 
I have called you your name you are mine; 
I have called you by your name, you are mine

Gospel

A reading from the gospel according to Luke (12:35-40)

Litany

Leader:
Let us turn to Christ Jesus with confidence 


and faith in the power of his cross and resurrection:

Reader:
Risen Lord, pattern of our life for ever:



Lord have mercy

All:

Lord have mercy

Reader:
Promise and image of what we shall be:



Lord have mercy

All:

Lord have mercy

Reader:
Son of God who came to destroy sin and death



Lord have mercy

All:

Lord have mercy

Reader:
Word of God who delivered us from the fear of death: 



Lord have mercy

All:

Lord have mercy

Reader:
Crucified Lord, forsaken in death, raised in glory:



Lord have mercy

All:

Lord have mercy

Reader:
Lord Jesus, gentle Shepherd who bring rest to our souls:



Lord have mercy

All:

Lord have mercy

Leader:
Lord Jesus, 


you bless those who mourn and are in pain. 


Bless the family and friends of our sister gathered here today.  


We ask this through Christ our Lord, 


who died and rose from the dead and will live for ever 
and ever
All:

Amen

Leader:
With God there is mercy and fullness of 
redemption; 


let us pray as Jesus taught us:

All:

Our Father…

Leader:
Lord God,



You are attentive to the voice of our pleading.  




Let us find in your Son 


comfort in our sadness, 




certainty in our doubt 


and courage to live through this hour.



Make our faith strong through Christ our Lord.

All:

Amen

Leader:
Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; 




let them rest from their labours for their good deeds go with them.



Eternal rest grant to our sister, O Lord

All:

And let perpetual light shone upon her



May she rest in peace

All:

Amen

Leader:
May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, 


through the mercy of God, rest in peace

All:

Amen

Leader:
May the love of God 


and the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ 


bless and console us 


and gently wipe every  tear from our eyes:


In the name of the Father, † and of the Son, 


and of  the Holy Spirit
All:

Amen

Leader:
Let us all go to love, to console and to comfort each other


in the peace and assurance of the resurrection.

All:

Thanks be to God
