A FUNERAL SERVICE AT THE CREMATORIUM
GATHERING RITE

P:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

R:
Amen

P:
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all consolation be with you.

R:
And also with you

P:
And with our dearly beloved departed ..N..

INVITATION

P:
Our brother/sister ..N.. has gone to his/her rest 

in the peace of Christ.

May the Lord now welcome him/her to the table of God’s children in heaven.

With faith and hope in eternal life, 
let us assist him/her with our prayers.

Let us pray to the Lord also for ourselves.

May we who mourn be reunited one day 
with our brother/sister ..N.. 
together may we meet Christ Jesus 
when he who is life appears in glory.

SCRIPTURE VERSE

(One of the following verses or another scripture verse is read.)
P:
We read from sacred Scripture

Matthew 25:34

Come, you whom my Father has blessed, says the Lord; inherit the kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the world.

John 6:39

This is the will of the Father, says the Lord, that I should lose nothing of that he has given me, and that I should raise it up on the last day.
P:
In the presence of the Risen Lord Jesus 
those who die still live 

and the human person does not perish in death but is transformed by the power of God’s grace.

We ask for the eternal care of us all through Jesus Christ our salvation

R:
Amen

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Gospel Reading

(John 14: 1-6 or some other appropriate reading is read)
At that time Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Have faith in God and faith in me.  
There are many dwelling places in my Father’s house.  
Otherwise I would have warned you.  I am going to prepare a place for you, 
and when I prepare a place for you, I am coming back to take you along with me so that where I am you may be also.  And you know the way to the place where I am going”.  “Lord” Thomas said, “We do not know where you are going.   How can we know the way?”  
Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; 
no ones comes to the Father except through me”.

Homily and/ or Words of remembrance
P:
And now, O Lord, we remember ..N.. 

your servant recalling times spent together 

and giving thanks for his/her life, 

for joys and trails shared, for work accomplished, 

for leisure, for family life, and friendship.
In silence we share the memories in our hearts.

We have heard the words of Jesus 
that encourage us to have faith in him. 

In faith we share whether strong or struggling, 
let us turn to him in confidence 
because he is the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Let us ask together in prayer that he lead ..N.. to eternal life.

1:
..N.. was first given the promise of eternal life in baptism.
Give him/her now the fullness of life eternal

Lord hear us

R:
Lord Hear our Prayer

2:
Let us pray for the family left behind.
May the Lord who turns the darkness of death into the dawn of new life lead this family through their present grief ands sadness to the peace and light of God’s presence.

Lord hear us

R:
Lord Hear our Prayer

3:
Let us pray for all gathered here in fellowship and faith.  

May we always remember that we too are most certain to meet death.  May the Lord make us all one in his kingdom of eternal peace.

Lord hear us

R:
Lord Hear our Prayer

Let us pray in confidence the prayer that Jesus himself taught us.  
Our Father…
COMMITTAL
P:
Since Almighty God has called ..N.. from this life to himself, 

we commend him/her to the Lord.

May the Lord receive him/her into his eternal peace 
and raise him/her up on the last day.

Aspersion of the Casket
P:
I bless you ..N.. with the holy water 

that recalls the day of baptism.

When you were baptised you were christened 
or made like Christ through grace 
and brought into the community of believers in the Church.


May this sprinkling of the waters of baptism 

lead you to the hope we share that, 

if in union with Christ we have imitated his death, 

we shall also imitate him in his resurrection.

Prayer of Light
P:
O Lord by whose word the heavens were made, 

whose love made us from dust, 

receive now the mortal remains of this your servant, 

who has died and departed this earthly life, 

dutifully we give his/her body for cremation, 

as ashes to ashes and dust to dust, 

eternal life is our trust.
(During these last words the coffin is removed and the Presider continues)


That as the flames of earth end our mortality 

so in the fullness of time the flame of your love may remake us 
eternally in the glory and stature of Christ,


He alone is the Light of the world, 

the light no darkness can end, 

who with you and the Holy Spirit, is God for ever and ever.

R:
Amen

PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE
(After the consignment of the coffin the Presider continues.)
P:
Our friend and companion ..N.. has gone to eternal life 

in the grace and peace of Christ.

With faith and hope in eternal life 

let us commend him/her to the mercy of God 

and assist him/her by our prayers.


May the Lord lead ..N.. to eternal life

(A hymn (e.g. Amazing Grace) may be sung now by the gathered people)

The amazing grace we share in Christ is the pledge of eternal life, 

our hope of eternal peace.


Let us pray,


Father of heaven, 

into your merciful hands we commend ..N..


We thank you for all the blessings you gave him/her in this life 

and pray that his/her memory may inspire us to love and honour you.


We ask you that he/she may go on living in our heats and minds 

and that all who were closely associated with him/her in life, 

now because of his/her death, 

may be more closely associated with one another.


We are encouraged by the sure hope 

that he/she will rise again on that 
last day with all those 

who have lived and died in Christ.

R:
Amen

Conclusion
P:
Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord,

R:
And let perpetual light shine upon them

P:
May their soul and the souls of all the faithful departed.

R:
Through the mercy of God rest in peace.


Amen

