MEDIA STATEMENT

BISHOP LESLIE ROGERS TOMLINSON

[ am very humbled by the confidence that His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI and his
advisers have shown in me, by appointing me as Bishop of Sandhurst. [ am greatly
delighted to accept this appointment.

Having been born and brought up in Mildura, just north of the Sandhurst Diocese, | am
no stranger to country life. In reflecting on over almost forty years of my Priesthood, |
believe that the richest and most fulfilling aspect of my ministry has been my work as a
pastor. Ilook forward to being bishop and pastor of the clergy and people of the Diocese
of Sandhurst.

Just over twelve months ago we were all deeply saddened by the sudden and untimely
death of my predecessor, Bishop Joe Grech. Bishop Joe’s gifts to Sandhurst were many,
but significantly amongst them was his unmistakable enthusiasm for and deep
commitment to the Lord Jesus. As each of us is different, I pray that I can make my
contribution to the Diocese through my gifts, to further build the life of Christ in the
Sandhurst Diocese.

I am looking forward very much to the move to Bendigo, becoming part of the Church

there and fulfilling my role of leadership as Bishop, Teacher and Pastor of the Diocese of
Sandhurst.
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